
 

 

Welcome to the Robert Parker Stadium  

ASHFORD TOWN (MIDDLESEX) FOOTBALL CLUB   

The Buildbase FA Trophy Extra Qualifying Round  

 

Saturday 29th  September 2018—KO 3PM  

 Ashford Town (Mx) v  Heybridge Swifts FC 

OFFICIAL MATCHDAY  PROGRAMME    

Season 2018/2019 -   

Todays Match Ball is Sponsored by Ashford Town Juniors   
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Members of the Southern, Suburban,  Isthmian Youth and Greater London Women’s Football Leagues.  Affiliated to Middlesex & Surrey FA’s.                                   

Company Registration Number:  07904731    Company Limited By Guarantee   

                Club Directory         
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Nick Bailey, Dan Butler, Alan Constable, Paul Blair, Steve Clark, Robert 

Parker 
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Life Members Mr Alan Constable, Mr Bob Parker, Mr Steve Clark  

Vice-President Ms. Lynne Morgan, Mr Gareth Coates, Mr Bob Lewis. 

Chairman Mr Nick Bailey & Mr Alan Constable   chairman@atmfc.co.uk 

Vice-Chairmen Mr Nick Bailey  

General Secretary Mr  Alan Constable  general.secretary@atmfc.co.uk 

Football Secretary Mr Paul Blair  football.secretary@atmfc.co.uk 

Finance Director Mr Steve Clark  

Programme Editor Mr Graham Felce   

Press Secretary Mr Larry Mansell  lmansellashfordtown@icloud.com 

Groundsmen Mr  Liam Balmer & Mr Steve Honey    

Membership Secretary Mr Chris Canderton  

Webmaster Mr Gareth Coates webmaster@atmfc.co.uk 

Safety Officer Mr Liam Balmer  

Welfare Officer Mrs Emma Bailey  welfare@atmfc.co.uk 

Football Development Officer Mr Ben Murray   

Club General Committee 
Mr Daryl Watson, Mr Jamie Brunton, Mr Graham Felce, Mr John Gully  Mr 

Roger King, Miss S Cooley,  

1st Team Manager Mr Ben Murray  

Assistant Manager Mr Mark Green  

Goalkeeper Coach Mr Steve Honey  

Physiotherapist Mr Martin O’Connell  

Kit Manager  Mr Chad Beadle  

Ladies Team Manager Mr Will Boye  

Youth Team Manager  
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Good Afternoon everyone   

It is a pleasure to welcome everyone connected with Heybridge Swifts for this 

afternoon’s encounter in the Extra-Preliminary Round of the FA Trophy, for the 

right to entertain Westfield in the following round. 

Heybridge are another club that we have not met for several seasons, the most 

recent match being here at Short Lane in the Premier Division of the Ryman 

League, a game that we lost by the only goal of the match.  Despite that defeat 

the historic record is in our favour with six consecutive wins before that, the most 

notable from our point of view being a 6-0 win at their ground in February 2008, 

when goals from Byron Harrison (3), Gavin Smith (2) and Ricky Wellard did the 

damage. 

News has come this week that long serving Heybridge manager Jody Brown 

resigned earlier this week after a few indifferent results but clearly, reading the 

club twitter feed, he was hugely popular and achieved much with the club, in-

cluding long runs in both the FA Cup and the Trophy last season.  It was inter-

esting to read his own account in the local press where amongst other things he 

complained of being abused in the car park by an opposing chairman.  Whoever 

is in charge of Heybridge today can rest assured that won’t happen this after-

noon! 

How the resignation will affect our visitors today is impossible to decipher.  Clubs 

sometimes use such an occurrence to their advantage and double their determi-

nation whilst others may keenly feel the loss of the accustomed boss at the 

helm.  All we can do is concentrate upon our own game and it is pleasing to re-

port that we notched our third away win of the season on Tuesday at Molesey, to 

take us to 7
th
 place in the table. 

We could have had a hatful in the first half, even missing a penalty and it was 

becoming a concern that the enthusiastic Molesey side, and credit to them for 

not once dropping their heads, might break away and give themselves some-

thing to cling on to.  Fortunately, Max Webb, later voted “Ashford man of the 

match” came to the rescue with a bullet header from      

Cont’d 
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Mark Bitmead’s corner on the stroke of half-time, followed in the second period 

by the clincher from Bradley Wilson who was in the right place at the right time 

to tap home from close range. 

Unless this afternoon’s match ends in a draw, in which case we face a replay at 

Heybridge on Tuesday evening, we shall be at home again on Tuesday when 

Chessington & Hook United are the visitors in a 1
st
 Round Southern Combina-

tion Cup match.  We have not entered this competition for a few seasons but 

with the reduced number of league matches this campaign, we have gone back 

into it.  Should we win we will be away to Camberley Town in the 2
nd

 Round.  

Whilst writing we extend our sympathies to Camberley and the family of Andy 

Vaughan, their long serving match secretary and programme editor who died 

unexpectedly earlier this week. 

Finally, well done to the Ladies side, who marched on in the Women’s FA Cup 

last Sunday with yet another double figure win, this time 11-2 over Ascot United 

Ladies.  Just the six from Ashley this time!  The others came from Lavinia with 

four and one from newcomer Dana Johnson.  They now go on to entertain Bur-

gess Hill Ladies or Kent Football United in the 3
rd

 Qualifying Round on Sunday 7 

October 

Enjoy today’s match and don’t forget we have the clash between Chelsea and 

Liverpool on TV after the game. 

 

             Enjoy the Game, Alan,  
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Heybridge Swifts FC  
The club was established in 1880 as Heybridge Football 
Club. The club played at Bentall's Sports Ground from 
1890 until being evicted in 1964 so a shopping centre 
could be built on the site. After playing at Sadd's Athletic 
for two seasons, the club moved to Scraley Road, for-
merly a carrot field, in 1966. A wooden stand was soon 
built on the western side of the pitch, becoming the West 
Stand. The stand was extended during the early 1980s, with bench seating also 
installed. In 1994 a covered terrace was erected, but it had to be dismantled and 
rebuilt the following year after the local council had declared it unsafe. 

The main stand was built on the other side of the pitch to the wooden stand in 
1995 and has uncovered terraces on either side. The Scraley Road end is an 
uncovered terrace, whilst the other end, the South Stand, consists of a covered 
terrace. The ground currently has a capacity of 3,000, of which 550 is seated 
and 1,200 covered.  

After joining the Mid-Essex League they won Division One in 1908–09 and 
again in 1911–12.The club subsequently became members of the Essex & Suf-
folk Border League and were runners-up in Division Two (West) in 1919–20. 
The club won the division the following season, before finishing as runners-up 
again in 1921–22 and 1924–25. They later moved up to Division One and were 
runners-up in 1928–29. The club went on to win the division in 1930–31, earning 
promotion to the Senior Division. The following season saw them finish as run-
ners-up in the Senior Division, as well as winning the Essex Junior Cup. 

After World War II Heybridge returned to the Mid-Essex League, winning the 
league and the Division One League Cup in 1946–47. In 1949–50 the club 
joined the Premier Division of the South Essex League, but left after a single 
season. They returned to the Mid-Essex League and were champions of Divi-
sion One (now the league's second division after the creation of the Premier 
Division in 1949) in 1955–56, as well as winning the Division One League Cup. 
The club later rejoined the Essex & Suffolk Border League and were runners-up 
in the Premier Division in 1965–66. After finishing as runners-up again in 1969–
70 they were founder members of the Essex Senior League in 1971. They fin-
ished bottom of the league in 1973–74, but were runners-up in 1980–81 and 
then won three consecutive league titles between 1981–82 and 1983–84. Fol-
lowing their third title the club moved up to Division Two North of the Isthmian 
League. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heybridge_Swifts_F.C.#cite_note-NLCD2017-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mid-Essex_Football_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essex_and_Suffolk_Border_Football_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essex_and_Suffolk_Border_Football_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=South_Essex_League&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essex_Senior_Football_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isthmian_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isthmian_League
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+44 (0)1784 430000 or info@firstchoicebus.com 

Heybridge were Division Two North champions in 1989–90, earning promotion 
to Division One. In 1994–95 the club reached the first round of the FA Cup for 
the first time, losing 1–0 to Gillingham in a home match that was moved to Lay-
er Road in Colchester. In 1995–96 they finished the season as Division One 
runners-up and were promoted to the Premier Division.The club reached the 
first round of the FA Cup again in 1997–98, losing 3–0 at Bournemouth.Another 
first round appearance in 2002–03 ended in a 7–0 defeat to Bristol City. A six-
teenth-place finish in 2003–04 saw Heybridge play-off with St Albans City for a 
place in the new Conference South, but they lost 4–3. The club were Premier 
Division runners-up in 2005–06, qualifying for the promotion play-offs, in which 
they lost on penalties to Hampton & Richmond Borough in the semi-finals fol-
lowing a 1–1 draw. 

Heybridge remained in the Premier Division until the end of the 2008–09 sea-
son, when they were relegated to Division One North.A third-place finish in 2013
–14 saw them qualify for the play-offs, but they went on to lose 3–0 to Harlow 
Town in the semi-finals. In the 2017–18 season the club reached the first round 
of the FA Cup for the fourth time, losing 3–1 at Exeter City; winger Sam Bantick 
scored Heybridge's first goal in the proper rounds of the competition. They also 
finished fifth in the renamed North Division, reaching the play-offs. However, the 
club were beaten 2–0 by Haringey Borough in the semi-finals.  

The 2017/18 Season see the Swifts equal the best performance in the FA Cup 
reaching the First Round of the competition taking in eight matches along the 
way eventually going to League Two Side Exteer City along with this they pro-
gressed to Second round of the FA Trophy Competition losing out to Maidstone 
United by the odd goal.  

Current Form  

H/A Opponent Comp Result  Att Scorers 

A Basildon Utd  LGE 2 1 157 Gardner 

A Horsham  FAC 2Q 4 3 162 
Craddock, Seoane—Barber, 
Brown  

A Aveley  LGE 3 2 243 Bantick (2) 

H Newmarket Tn FAC 1Q 0 0 226 Bantick, Brown  

H Dereham Tn LGE 0 3 287  

A Maldon & Tiptree LGE 3 2 389 Henshaw, Gardner  

H West Essex  FAC Pre 3 0 206 Price(2), Bantick  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1989%E2%80%9390_Isthmian_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1994%E2%80%9395_FA_Cup
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FA_Cup
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gillingham_F.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Layer_Road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Layer_Road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1995%E2%80%9396_Isthmian_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1997%E2%80%9398_FA_Cup
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A.F.C._Bournemouth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2002%E2%80%9303_FA_Cup
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bristol_City_F.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2003%E2%80%9304_Isthmian_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Albans_City_F.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_League_South
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2005%E2%80%9306_Isthmian_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hampton_%26_Richmond_Borough_F.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2008%E2%80%9309_Isthmian_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2008%E2%80%9309_Isthmian_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2013%E2%80%9314_Isthmian_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2013%E2%80%9314_Isthmian_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harlow_Town_F.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harlow_Town_F.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2017-18_FA_Cup
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exeter_City_F.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haringey_Borough_F.C.
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/match/2018-2019/isthmian-football-league-south-central-division/molesey/bracknell-town/112921
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/match/2018-2019/isthmian-football-league-cup/bracknell-town/kingstonian/118029
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/match/2018-2019/isthmian-football-league-south-central-division/bracknell-town/fc-romania/112928
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/match/2018-2019/isthmian-football-league-south-central-division/south-park/bracknell-town/112942
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/match/2018-2019/isthmian-football-league-cup/bracknell-town/horsham/119791
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This week's NLP programme column below, written by Adam Ellis. 

Jamie Vardy has gone on to forge a remarkable career in football from his earli-

er days in the lower leagues. But he is someone who has become so widely 
written about everyone from Land’s End to John O’Groats has come to groan 

whenever they read his name and ‘Non-League’ as the subject of a news head-

line. 

It is a little bit like when you would flick through the TV channels and you find 

Clare Balding presenting Crufts, then she’s on the BBC fronting coverage of the 
athletics and on Channel 4 doing the horse racing. And, in this regard, it’s simi-

lar when you see Jamie Vardy and another Non-League angle taken by a 
sportswriter who is tapping what’s left of an empty keg. 

His story is not unique to him and is not unique to Non-League football in this 

country or, indeed, in other football-loving nations. But that should not diminish 
the feats of his career – Clare Balding is still a great presenter after all, that’s 

why she is getting all the TV gigs. 

For Vardy, seeing his career ascend to the international stage was something 

few footballers can dream of. But here are a few who have trod the same path 

as the former FC Halifax Town forward. 

Miroslav Klose (Germany) – FC 08 Homberg 

The record goalscorer in FIFA World Cups was a bit of a late-bloomer in the 
sport before becoming a force for Die Mannschaft. 

At the age of 20, Klose was splitting his time between pulling on the colours of 
fifth division side FC 08 Homberg and bricklaying before a move to Kaiserslau-

tern II in 1999 saw his career come into fruition. 

125 goals for Bundesliga sides Kaiserslautern, Werder Bremen and European 
giants Bayern Munich followed, as well as a five-year stint in Italy with Lazio 

where he averaged one goal every two-and-a-half games. 

For the national team, Klose became a much-needed puzzle piece that had 

been missing since Oliver Bierhoff’s retirement. In 137 caps for Germany Klose 

scored 71 times, including 16 goals at World Cups to pass Ronaldo’s record. 
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Fernando Llorente (Spain) – CD Basconia 

Granted, Basque country club Basconia act as a feeder club to Athletic Bilbao 

but they are a club established in their own right and with their own history. 

Llorente was a teenager when he turned out for the third-tier side reaching dou-
ble-figures in the 2003-04 season. 

Eight years with Bilbao followed and so did international honours as Llorente 
provided the grunt to back up the skill and finesse of David Villa and Fernando 

Torres in Spain’s World Cup and European Championship double of 2010 and 
2012. 

10 players sent off after mass brawl – Vitoria v Bahia, 2018 

There’s something about South American football and short-fused tempers. No 
surprises then when a yellow card was brandished within the first minute of play 

between Brazil top-flight rivals Victoria and Bahia. 

Despite a flurry of yellow cards nothing appeared out of the ordinary during a 

first-half display which saw Vitoria hold the lead 1-0 at the interval. This was the 

first time in three seasons sets of supporters from both teams were allowed to 
attend the match. But it was on the pitch not in the stands that the match 

would descend into chaos. 

Four minutes into the second half a converted penalty by Bahia’s Vinicius led to 

a ‘crude’ celebration in front of the opponent’s supporters, something Vitoria 
goalkeeper Fernando Miguel didn’t take too kindly to. And after confronting Vini-

cius he was backed up in violent ways by his team-mates who unloaded punch-

es on their opponents. 

The furore was brought under control after 16 minutes when the referee dis-

missed a total of eight players; five from Bahia and three from Vitoria. 

Incredibly, the match went on but it would not last the full 90 minutes as on the 

verge of the 80th minute as two more players were shown red cards, reducing 

Vitoria to six players and leading to the match being abandoned. 
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First Team Fixtures 2018/2019 

Date Result Title Goalscorers 

11/08/2018 1-1 H—Hertford Town  Wilson 

18/08/2018 2-4 A—Chipstead Bitmead(3), Cottee 

21/08/2018 0-1 H– Hayes & Yeading  Utd  (LGE Cup)  

25/08/2018 4-1 A– Cray Valley (PM) (FA Cup Pr Rd)  Wilson 

27/08/2018 1-0 A—Hanwell Town   

01/09/2018 1-1 H—Cheshunt  Bitmead 

15/09/2018 2-3 A—Tooting & Mitcham Utd  Poley, Cottee, Webb 

22/09/2018 0-5 H—Bracknell Town   

25/09/2018 2-0 A—Molesey  Webb, Wilson  

29/09/2018  H—Heybridge Swifts (FAT XPRD)   

02/10/2018  H– Chessington & Hook  Comb Cp R1  

06/10/2018  A—Hayes & Yeading Utd   

20/10/2018  H—Westfield   

27/10/2018  H—FC Romania   

03/11/2018  A—Northwood   

10/11/2018  H—Waltham Abbey   

17/11/2018  A—Ware   

24/11/2018  H—Marlow   

01/12/2018  A—Uxbridge   

08/12/2018  A—South Park   

15/12/2018  H—Chalfont St Peter   

22/12/2018  H—Hanwell Town   

29/12/2018  A—Bedfont Sports   

05/01/2019  H—Egham Town   

12/01/2019  A—Cheshunt   

19/01/2019  A—FC Romania   

26/01/2019  H—Hayes & Yeading Utd   

02/02/2019  A– Westfield   

05/02/2019  H—Molesey   

09/02/2019  A—Hertford Town   

16/02/2019  H– Chipstead   
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First Team Fixtures 2018/2019 

Date Result Title Goalscorers 

23/02/2019  H– Northwood   

02/03/2019  A– Waltham Abbey   

09/03/2019  H—Ware   

16/03/2019  A– Marlow   

23/03/2019  H– Uxbridge   

30/03/2019  H– South Park   

06/04/2019  A– Chalfont St Peter   

13/04/2019  H– Tooting & Mitcham Utd   

20/04/2019  A—Egham Town   

22/04/2019  H– Bedfont Sports   

27/04/2019  A—Bracknell Town   

Todays Other Fixtures  

Bostik League South Central Division 

Chipstead  v Westfield  

Hertford Town v South Park  

Northwood v Ware 

Westfield v Cheshunt  

   

https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/match/2018-2019/isthmian-football-league-south-central-division/bracknell-town/waltham-abbey/112909
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/match/2018-2019/isthmian-football-league-south-central-division/chalfont-st-peter/chipstead/112910
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/match/2018-2019/isthmian-football-league-south-central-division/chalfont-st-peter/chipstead/112910
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/match/2018-2019/isthmian-football-league-south-central-division/cheshunt/hayes-and-yeading-united/112911
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/match/2018-2019/isthmian-football-league-south-central-division/egham-town/hanwell-town/112912
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/match/2018-2019/isthmian-football-league-south-central-division/egham-town/hanwell-town/112912
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ASHFORD TOWN (MIDDLESEX) 
SPONSORSHIP OPTIONS 

         

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP (£60 + VAT) 

Complementary Match Ticket to game of your Choice   

Company listing on the website 

Photo of you and the Player 

         

MATCHDAY SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE 1 (£150 + VAT) 

Four Matchday Tickets 

Company Logo on Programme cover 

Company listing on the website 

Reserved seating in clubhouse Bar 

Complimentary refreshments 

         

MATCHDAY SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE 2 (£200 + VAT) 

Four Matchday Tickets 

Company Logo on Programme cover 

Company listing on the website 

Reserved seating in clubhouse Bar 

Complimentary refreshments 

Junior Mascots for the day 

         

MATCHBALL SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE 1 (£50 + VAT) 

One Matchday Ticket 

Company Logo on Programme cover 

Company listing on the website 

         

MATCHBALL SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE 2 (£75 + VAT) 

One Matchday Ticket 

Company Logo on Programme cover 

Company listing on the website 

Junior Mascot for the day 
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Ashford Town (Middlesex) FC Player Sponsorship 

Player Sponsor 

Adam Baigent   

Tom Brunton Eddie Hutchinson  

Mark Bitmead John Gulley 

Brannon Daly   

Russell Canderton  Lynne Morgan  

James Cottee  Paul Blair  

Leo Decabo   

Thomas Dilloway   

Joe Green  

Nebay Haile   

Tom Howard   

Samad Kazi  Dan Butler  

Kofi Lockhart-Adams   

Steven Loveridge   

Tristan Noel   

Elliot Pooley   

Warren Thomas   

Tyler Tobin  Graham Felce 

Max Webb  Simon Gibson  

Scott Weight Nick Bailey  

Bradley Wilson   

Ben Murray Bob Lewis  

Mark Green Bob Lewis  
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As one of the leading building materi-
als suppliers serving throughout 
London, here at Hitchcock and King Ltd 
delivering excellent customer service 
are at the forefront of every part of our 
business. To achieve this, we are dedi-
cated to providing: 

• Stock availability 

• Quality product at competitive prices 

• Fast Delivery  
 
With over 40 years’ experience in the industry, we have developed an extensive prod-
uct and pricing knowledge to supply you with the necessary building materials required 
for the job. Our comprehensive range of supplies includes: 

• Plasterboard, Plaster and Beads  

• Timber, MDF & Sheet Materials 

• Fencing & Decking 

• Electrical    

No matter the building project scale, we have access to thousands of items so you can 
rest assured knowing that we are able to supply you with whatever you need. Further-
more, our close relationships with top suppliers means we are still able to source an item 
that you need even if we do not stock it ourselves. 

Our large fleet of over twenty vehicles means we have the capacity to transport your ma-
terials directly to your door quickly and efficiently, with the aim of same/next day delivery 
if the order is placed that morning. Our advanced tracking technology allows us to 
track the progress of our lorries, so we can let you know the exact location of your items. 

Whether you require a free quote or would like to make a quick and easy order, don’t 
hesitate to get in touch with our friendly team of experts today – we are always happy to 
help with any enquiry. 

Official First Team Sponsor for the Season 2018/2019 

Ashford 
01784 892 716 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thefa.com%2F~%2Fmedia%2Fimages%2Fsite%2520admin%2Fheader%2520logos%2Femiratesfacup_horizontal1.ashx&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thefa.com%2Fthefacup&docid=PA7XrJN8XTok5M&tbnid=cvujrf02uQ-UbM%3A&w=198
http://www.hitchcockandking.co.uk/plasterboard-plaster-beads/
http://www.hitchcockandking.co.uk/timber-mdf-sheet-materials/
http://www.hitchcockandking.co.uk/fencing-decking/
http://www.hitchcockandking.co.uk/electrical/
http://www.hitchcockandking.co.uk/contact/
http://www.hitchcockandking.co.uk/branches/ashford/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hitchcockandking.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2014%2F01%2Fashford-400x200.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hitchcockandking.co.uk%2Fbranches%2Fashford%2F&docid=6HVVbRjasHgUuM&tbnid=bRRdDV8_PUxTaM%3A
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Molesey 0 Ashford Town 3  

We notched our third away win of the season on Tuesday evening at Mo-
lesey winning by 2 goals to nil, a result that propelled us up to 7th Place in 
the table. 

We could have had a hatful in the first half, even missing a penalty and it 
was becoming a concern that the enthusiastic Molesey side, and credit to 
them for not once dropping their heads, might break away and give them-
selves something to cling on to. Fortunately, Max Webb, later voted 
“Ashford man of the match”, came to the rescue with a bullet header from 
Mark Bitmead’s corner on the stroke of half-time, followed in the second 
period by the clincher from Bradley Wilson who was in the right place at the 
right time to tap home from close range. 

Ashford Town 0 Bracknell Town 5  

Writing match summaries is a less enjoyable task when you’ve been beaten 
quite heavily, hence the delay in this summary as Ashford lost 0-5 at home 
to pacesetters Bracknell Town on Saturday. 

Not even the most dedicated Bracknell supporter would have forecast such 
a scoreline at half-time though as a tight match saw the visitors holding a 
slender one goal lead. Indeed, Ashford, with Tom Howard, recently back 
from Merstham, and straight back into the starting eleven, had looked good, 
except that is, in the finishing department, with three golden opportunities 
spurned to take the lead. Indeed, from one of those chances, the visitors 
went straight down the field and showed how it should be done. 

It was frustrating and the frustration grew within seconds of the second half 
starting as the Tangerines missed another decent opportunity only to see 
Bracknell tear down the field and double their lead. The visitors are not top 
of the league with maximum points for nothing and everyone knew it was 
going to be a much tougher task from that moment. So it proved and alt-
hough Ashford continued to strive, it was the visitors who notched a third 
goal courtesy of a dreadful mix-up at the back which opened the floodgates 
with two more coming very quickly. 

The match was clearly over for the Tangerines although they did steady 
themselves not to concede any more goals and all that could be done was 
to congratulate the visitors who had continued to pour forward whenever 
they could, even after they had established a comfortable lead. 

The defeat and the manner of it in the end was obviously disappointing and 
belies the fine performance at Tooting the previous week 
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Ashford Town Middlesex 
Brief History 
Until recently, it was assumed that Ashford Town 
Football Club was formed in 1964.  However, new 
research has indicated the club was formed in 1958 
as Ashford Albion and first competed in the Houns-
low & District League.  Albion won two consecutive 
promotions to reach the Premier Division of the 
Hounslow League and were still competing at this 
level when the club changed its name to Ashford Town in 1964.  It was at this 
time that the club adopted its distinctive Tangerine & White colours.  The club 
endured a difficult first campaign as the Town club and withdrew from the Prem-
ier Division, assuming the Reserve Team's place in Division Two. 
Having rebuilt the club with a very young team, Ashford Town rapidly advanced 
through the various divisions of that League, absorbing Staines Youth Club FC. 
on the way.  Several individuals from that era have remained with the Club and 
now form the backbone of the Committee, including the Vice-Chairman and Sec-
retary. 
The Club were elected to the Surrey Intermediate League (Western) in 1967 and 
were promoted at the end of their first season.  The Ash Trees were League Cup 
finalists in 1970-71 and League runners-up in 1972-73.  In 1974-75, Ashford 
enjoyed their best season under the managership of ex-Fulham player Frank 
Reid, winning the League by three points from perennial contenders Merrow. 
Although the championship eluded the Club in following seasons, it usually fin-
ished in the top four and prior to season 1982-83 an invitation was extended by 
Surrey County FA. to become founder members of the Surrey County Premier 
League.  The invitation was readily accepted and Ashford played their first 
match in the new league on 4 September 1982, drawing 0-0 away to Farleigh 
Rovers. 
Almost from its foundation, the Club had aspirations to acquire its own ground 
and after one or two disappointments, this was achieved in August 1985, when a 
long lease was signed with Spelthorne Borough Council, enabling the Club to 
move to its present home at Short Lane, Stanwell.  From what was nothing more 
than a field, the facilities were quickly developed, with the first match at Short 
Lane taking place in February 1986, following two postponements for snow. 
The Club now possesses a modern clubhouse and bar, kitchen facilities and 
boardroom. Floodlights were erected in September 1995, whilst the pitch is 
railed all round and partly walled, with standing covered accommodation, plus a 
purpose built 150-seater stand, built in 1998 (pictured).  An additional 100 seats 
were installed on the opposite side of the ground to this stand in 2006, after the 
club won promotion to the Isthmian League Premier Division. 
For both geographical and historical reasons, Ashford affiliate to both Middlesex 
and Surrey F.As and in 1989-90, their last season as an Intermediate Club, they 
reached the final of both Counties Premier Cup competitions, beating Farnham 
Town in the Surrey version but losing to Willesden Hawkeye in the Middlesex 
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final.  Runners-up spot in the League was also secured and with it the opportuni-
ty to enter senior football, as members of the Combined Counties League, sen-
ior status having been granted in May 1990.  It was at this point that the club 
changed its name to Ashford Town (Middlesex) FC, to avoid confusion with the 
Kent club of the same name. 
During its ten year membership of the Combined Counties League, the Club 
never finished below sixth place, and after finishing 3rd and 2nd in seasons 
1992-93 and 93-94, it went on to win the League Championship for four succes-
sive seasons.  It was a relative disappointment to only come 4th in 1998-99, 
even though the Club won the League Cup but a 5th championship in just six 
seasons was secured in 99-00, along with the Middlesex Charity Cup, the first 
ever senior county cup honour.  With the ground up to the required standard, 
Ashford took their place in the Isthmian League for season 2000-2001 and by 
finishing in 3rd place, secured promotion to Division 2 at the first attempt. 
The first season in Division Two did not the Club making sufficient progress and 
after a series of indifferent results, long serving manager Dave Kent left the Club 
on 28 March.  His replacement was Nathan Wharf, an ex long serving player, 
who stepped up from Reserve Team management. 
Further major improvements were made to the ground to enable the Club to be 
granted a B-grade and to take its place in the newly regionalised Division One of 
the Ryman League.  A poor start saw the Club in the bottom echelons of the 
table but a number of new signings saw a significant improvement and a 17

th
 

place finish, which was an excellent performance after winning just one of the 
opening 16 league matches. 
Further progress was made in 2003-04 as the Club finished 12

th
 in Div 1 

South.   In the close season prior to 2004-05, the pitch has been completely re-
laid to include both irrigation and drainage systems, at a cost of around £50,000, 
mostly financed by the Football Stadia Improvement Fund.  Further medium 
term plans include new changing accommodation adjacent to the pitch, which 
will allow enlargement of the present clubhouse, and a hard surface floodlit train-
ing area. 
The Club embarked upon new adventures in season 2004-05 in the Southern 
League for the first time, having been transferred over as a result of the FA Re-
structure.  The 4

th
 Qualifying Round of the FA Cup was reached for the first time 

and Mark Butler, renowned goal scorer in his day with Aldershot Town, Staines 
Town etc, was promoted from Assistant Manager to Manager following the resig-
nation of Nathan Wharf in December 2004.  The play-offs were reached but re-
sulted in a narrow defeat at Evesham United after extra time.  
In 2005-06, Ashford went one better, finishing second in Division One West of 
the Southern League, to secure promotion to Step 3.  This brought about a re-
turn to the Isthmian League for season 2006-07 and saw Ashford competing at 
their highest ever level.  The season brought consolidation with the added bonus 

Ashford Town Middlesex 
Brief History—Continued 2 
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of reaching and winning the Westview (League) Cup Final 
when Ashford triumphed 4-1 over Dover Athletic at Brom-
ley.  The Reserves also lifted a trophy, securing the Middle-
sex Premier Cup.   
Ashford built on this success, rallying from the foot of the ta-
ble in November 2007 to narrowly miss a place in the promo-
tion play-offs at the end of the 2007-08 season, a campaign 
which saw all of the club's senior sides challenge for hon-
ours.  The senior side reached the Final of the Southern Combination Cup, the 
Reserves reached the Finals of both the Middlesex Premier and Surrey Premier 
Cups, while the Under 18s, led by club stalwart, Mick Snowden were champions 
of the Southern Youth League. 
The 2008-09 season saw Ashford begin the campaign in electrifying form, win-
ning their opening six matches to top the table.  Mark Butler's side followed this 
up with a fantastic FA Cup run which saw them come agonisingly close to elimi-
nating Forest Green Rovers in the Fourth Qualifying Round at Short Lane.  Rov-
ers won the replay and went on to run Derby County close in the Third 
Round.  Ashford endured a difficult winter, which saw them flirt with relegation, 
before a late resurgence saw the side safely into mid-table.  The cup competi-
tions added much adventure to the season, as Ashford followed up their exploits 
in the FA Cup with runs to the semi-finals of both the Middlesex Senior and Isth-
mian League Cups and end their campaign by defeating Conference Premier 
outfit Woking 3-2 at Metropolitan Police to win the Surrey Senior Cup. 
The 2009-10 season saw Ashford make a reasonable start to the campaign, but 
the Ash Trees were shocked when manager Mark Butler tendered his resigna-
tion on Friday 23rd October, in order to take up the Manager's role at Margate 
FC, who were struggling at the foot of the table.  Ashford appointed former 
Leicester City and Bradford City midfielder Jamie Lawrence as his replacement, 
and the Jamaican international immediately led his new charges on a twelve-
match unbeaten run.  However, issues off the pitch were causing problems for 
the club and a number of players, including leading goal scorer Byron Harrison 
left for Carshalton Athletic, where Mark Butler had accepted a coaching role af-
ter leaving Margate, where he had been in charge for just three months.  Ash-
ford found scoring a problem after Harrison left and a dreadful run of form saw 
them go from the fringe of the play-off zone to battling relegation.  Ashford went 
into their final match knowing a win would almost guarantee survival, while a 
draw would see them finish fourth from bottom - technically a relegation place, 
but certain to receive a reprieve owing to the demise of various other 
clubs.  Sadly, a heavy defeat for Ashford, coupled with wins for Carshalton and 
Margate saw the latter two clubs survive - Margate receiving the reprieve for fin-
ishing fourth from bottom. 
During the summer of 2010, the club were initially placed in the Central Division 
of the Southern League but were then offered the chance to remain at Step 
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Three of the non-league pyramid.  However, as this offer was 
as a direct replacement for defunct Southern League side 
Merthyr Tydfil, the decision was made that the vast increase 
in travelling would be too great a burden for the club and the 
club elected to remain in the Central Division.  During this 
time, Bob Parker stepped down from his role as Chairman after twenty-eight 
years in the role.  The club's home ground was renamed the Robert Parker Sta-
dium in honour of Bob, who remains at the club as President.   
The club entered a new era in the Central Division of the Southern League with 
Jamie Lawrence at the helm and with a mixture of established local players and 
new faces but the season was a challenging one.  The club played some spar-
kling football at times and enjoyed an exciting run in the FA Trophy, reaching the 
Last 32 in the competition before losing at home to Dartford.  However, League 
form was patchy and the club finished 16

th
.  One bright spark was the club win-

ning the Southern Combination Cup, defeating Hanworth Villa 1-0 in the Final. 
Jamie Lawrence resigned as Manager in June 2011 and the club immediately 
appointed his assistant, Paul Burgess, to take the helm after more than 21 years 
at the club, including 683 First Team appearances. Despite having little time to 
do it and few resources at his disposal, "Burgo" assembled a young and exciting 
team.  Although any hopes of a tilt at the promotion play-offs were dashed by a 
dreadful run where the club failed to win at home for four months, Ashford fin-
ished the season strongly, winning two Cup Finals in 48 hours.  In the Middlesex 
Charity Cup Final, the Ash Trees were 3-0 down to Northwood after 48 minutes 
before substitute Kofi Lockhart-Adams scored four times to put his team ahead.  
the game finished 4-4, with Ashford winning the penalty shoot-out 4-2. 
Two days later, Ashford defeated Badshot Lea 3-1 to add the Aldershot Senior 
Cup to the cabinet, aided by a fine performance from Paul McCarthy, who had 
saved two penalties in the first Final.  A memorable season was capped by the 
club being named winners of the Southern League Fair Play Award. 
 

In recent times Ashford now managed by Ben Murray and ably assisted by Mark 

Green have been renowned for playing attractive football firstly in the Combined 

Counties and after the team gained promotion in the Southern League. The re-

turn of the side into the Combined Counties was a result of being relegated in 

the 2013-14 season from the Southern League. That season despite a late run 

of good results after the team was invigorated by the appointment of Ben Murray 

the team just fell short in trying to stay up. 

In the 2014/15 season the team had a fantastic start to the campaign winning 

ten League games in succession after losing the first game at home to Cove. 

Despite that Ashford lost out to Molesey for the title and finished third as Cam-

berley Town took second place. The exciting brand of football made Ashford 

very pleasing on the eye to watch but the doggedness of the Molesey side saw 
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In the 2015/16 season Ashford again started the season excellently and were 

amongst the front runners but found the red hot form of the excellent Hartley 

Wintney too much to take the title but due to the Champions ground grading not 

being of step 4 standard Ashford took the promotion place on offer to the run-

ners up. This was achieved on the last game of the season as rivals Camberley 

Town went down 3-2 at champions Hartley Wintney. Mark Bitmead scored an 

impressive 42 goals in the season with Dan Fleming scoring 25 goals.  

Back in the Southern League Ashford started brightly in the 2016/17 season oc-

cupying one of the play off places in October before a dip in form in the winter 

period cost Ashford and the team slid down to mid table. A strong ending to the 

season culminated in Ashford finishing in 9
th
 place. The side also won the Mid-

dlesex Senior Cup Final played at Hanwell Town by beating Conference South 

side Wealdstone by two goals to one. Alex Fisher and Dan Fleming were the 

scorers on the evening. Russell Canderton was outstanding on the evening 

making one miraculous clearance off the line. Samad Kazi caught the eye as the 

supporters player of the season. 

The current season saw Ashford win three rounds of the FA Cup before losing 

out to Leatherhead in the 3rd Qualifying Round. Unfortunately serious injuries to 

Joe Green and Mark Bitmead saw Ashford fall out the play off places again. 

Mark had started tremendously well in the season scoring 11 goals in the first 11 

games. A poor run in the winter months saw Ashford hover in midtable but once 

again the side has returned to form and have currently have only lost one out of 

the last nine games. The return of Mitchal Gough has been instrumental in the 

recent good run. Alex Fisher, James Cottee, Max Webb & Jack Beadle have 

been impressive throughout the season.  

 

And so to the New Season, 208/2019 looks set to be one of Transition for the 

club, with the sad loss of our Chairman Dave Baker during the close season the 

position of Chairman has been split into a  joint role between Alan Constable & 

Nick Bailey both of whom are keen to continue the development of the club and 

its ever-growing Tangerine brand, on the playing front there too have been some 

changes with a number of the previous incumbents moving on during the close 

season to a higher level within the Non-League Pyramid we wish them all the 

well and thank them for there efforts whilst in the Tangerine colours, and now 

allows for the next chapter to be written and some new faces to entertain the 

tangerine faithful. 
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Why not enjoy a free cup of tea or coffee !! 
Just present this voucher 

at the snack bar for your free  

Cup of tea or coffee 

Only 1 voucher per person 

 

Only valid on Saturday 29th September 2018 

Cannot be redeemed for anything else.  No cash value 
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Position Team P W D L F A GD PTS 

1 Bracknell Town 6 6 0 0 19 2 +17 18 

2 Waltham Abbey 7 6 0 1 16 9 +7 18 

3 Cheshunt 7 4 2 1 20 11 +9 14 

4 Marlow 6 4 2 0 8 1 +7 14 

5 Hayes & Yeading United 6 4 1 1 22 6 +16 13 

6 Uxbridge 6 3 2 1 11 7 +4 11 

7 Ashford Town (Middx) 7 3 2 2 11 12 -1 11 

8 Hanwell Town 6 3 1 2 8 5 +3 10 

9 Hertford Town 7 2 4 1 14 13 +1 10 

10 Northwood 7 3 0 4 15 19 -4 9 

11 Chalfont St Peter 6 2 2 2 9 8 +1 8 

12 Westfield 7 2 2 3 14 14 0 8 

13 Chipstead 6 2 1 3 9 11 -2 7 

14 Bedfont Sports 7 2 0 5 16 23 -7 6 

15 FC Romania 6 2 0 4 4 14 -10 6 

16 Ware 6 1 2 3 8 13 -5 5 

17 Tooting & Mitcham United 6 1 1 4 9 13 -4 4 

18 Egham Town 5 1 1 3 3 11 -8 4 

19 South Park 7 1 0 6 5 13 -8 3 

20 Molesey 7 0 1 6 5 21 -16 1 

 

Bostik South Central Division  

Table 2018 / 19 

“The Isthmian Football League strongly supports the FA statement that 

there should be a zero tolerance approach against racism and all forms 

of discrimination. Accordingly any form of discriminatory abuse whether 

it be based on race or ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender, faith, age, 

ability or any other form of abuse will be reported to The Football Associ-

ation for action by that Association.” (The FA 0800 085 0508 / Kick it Out 

020 7253 0162)  

https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/bracknell-town
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/waltham-abbey
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/cheshunt
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/marlow
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/hayes-and-yeading-united
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/uxbridge
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/ashford-town-middx
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/hanwell-town
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/hertford-town
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/northwood
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/chalfont-st-peter
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/westfield
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/chipstead
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/bedfont-sports
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/fc-romania
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/ware
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/tooting-and-mitcham-united
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/egham-town
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/south-park
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/molesey
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1958-59 Hounslow & District League Division Two Runners-Up (promoted) 

1959-60 Hounslow & District League Division One Runners-Up (promoted) 

1965-66 Promoted from Hounslow & District League Division Two (3rd place) 

1966-67 Hounslow & District League Division One Runners-Up (promoted) 

1970-71 Surrey Intermediate League (Western) League Cup Finalists 

1974-75 Surrey Intermediate League (Western) Champions 

1989-90 

Surrey Premier Cup Winners 

Middlesex Premier Cup Finalists 

Surrey Premier League Runners-Up (promoted to Combined Counties League) 

1991-92 Dan-Air Class Elite Cup Finalists 

1992-93 Parasol Challenge Cup Finalists 

1993-94 

Parasol Challenge Cup Finalists 

Parasol Challenge Vase Finalists 

Combined Counties League Runners Up 

1994-95 Combined Counties League Champions 

1995-96 
Combined Counties League Champions 

Southern Combination Cup Winners 

1996-97 
Combined Counties League Champions 

Southern Youth League Champions 

1997-98 Combined Counties League Champions 

1998-99 Worldwide Carpets Premier Cup Winners 

1999-2000 
Combined Counties League Champions 

Middlesex Charity Cup Winners 

2000-01 Promoted from Isthmian League Division Three (3rd place) 

2001-02 
Southern Combination Cup Finalists 

Lord of Ashford in Middlesex Charity Bowl Joint Winners 

2002-03 Aldershot Senior Cup Winners 

2003-04 Aldershot Senior Cup Finalists 

2004-05 Middlesex Premier Cup Finalists 

2005-06 
Southern League – Div One West Runners-up.   

Promoted to Ryman League – Premier Division 

2006-07 
Isthmian League Cup Winners 

Middlesex Premier Cup Winners 

2007-08 

Southern Combination Cup Finalists 

Finalists Middlesex Premier Cup 

Finalists Surrey Premier Cup 

Champions Southern Youth League 

2008-09 

Surrey Senior Cup Winners 

Lord of Ashford in Middlesex Charity Bowl Winners  

Southern Youth League West Division Champions and League Runners-Up 

2009-10 
Jim Richardson Memorial Trophy Winners 

Suburban League Cup Finalists 

2010-11 
Jim Richardson Memorial Trophy Winners 

Southern Combination Cup Winners 

2011-12 

Middlesex Charity Cup Winners                                                                                     

Evo-Stik Southern League Fair Play Trophy Winners                                                   

Aldershot Invitation Cup Winners                                                                                    

Jim Richardson Memorial Trophy Winners  

2012-13 Middlesex Senior Cup Finalist 

2013-14 Lord of Ashford in Middlesex Charity Bowl Winners  

2015-16 Promoted to Evo-Southern Central Division One 

2016-17 Middlesex Charity Cup Winners 



Today’s Match Officials: 

Referee: Hugh Gilroy  

Assistants: Adam Jones & Tolga Inanc  

TODAY’S SQUADS  
29th September 2018 

The Buildbase FA Trophy Extra Q Rd  

Ashford Town (Middlesex) V Heybridge Swifts  

Tangerine & White Colours Red & Black  

Tyler TOBIN  1 Danny SAMBRIDGE 

Steven LOVERIDGE 2 Guillem RAMON-CARRENO 

Tom DILLOWAY 3 Jeyasiva SIVAPATHASUNDARU 

Adam BAIGENT 4 Ahmed ABDULLA 

Elliot POLEY  5 Joe CLARIDGE 

Scott WEIGHT 6 James BAKER 

Bradley WILSON 7 Kreshnic KRASNIQI 

Max WEBB 8 George CRADDOCK 

James COTTEE 9 Luke CALLANDER 

Tom BRUNTON  10 Samuel BANTICK 

Mark BITMEAD 11 Joe GARDENER 

Kofi LOCHART-ADAMS 12 Nicholas BROWN 

Joe GREEN 14 Harrison CHATTING 

Leo DECABO 15 Elias SILIGATO-OLMOS 

Tristan NOEL 16 Matthew PRICE 

Russell CANDERTON 17 Alejandro SEOANE-BARBER 

Brannon DALY 18  

Warren THOMAS 19  

Nebay HAILE 20  

 Samad KAZI 21  

 Tom HOWARD 22  

Ben MURRAY MANAGER  

Mark  GREEN  ASSISTANT Karl DUGULD 

Russell CANDERTON COACH Dan MATTHEWS 

Steve HONEY  COACH  Adam BALLEY-DENNIS 

Martin O’CONNELL PHYSIO  Adam GILLESPIE 


