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Good afternoon Everyone,
As we welcome Northwood to Short Lane this afternoon, it is a fair bet that the result is
unlikely to be a goalless draw. The reason for that statement is that, after last week’s
stalemate, it is necessary to go back over 15 years since that last happened. It was in the
2003-2004 season in the Isthmian Premier Division when we drew by that scoreline on 16
August 2003 against Hampton & Richmond and then repeated it three days later away at
Bracknell Town. Indeed, those two games were in the midst of six consecutive drawn results.
Our visitors arrive here in fairly good form and currently sit just one place below us in 10 th
spot. There have been 24 previous competitive games between our clubs and Northwood
have a clear edge in victories with eleven to our six. The very first game was back in August 1990 when we played our opponents in the Middlesex Charity Cup, drawing the
match one apiece, our scorer being Neil Morwood. The match went to penalties and in
what the writer believes was our very first ever penalty shoot out, we came out on top by
four goals to 2. Our successful penalties were taken by Andy Smith, Mark Fabian, Mark
Vaughan and Steve Wyatt.
Nearer the present day we lost 0-3 at Northwood in November in what was arguably our
worst performance of the season.
After today, we are in action on Tuesday evening, when we travel to Westfield for our
fourth meeting against them this season, following two FA Trophy matches and the league
match here at Short Lane. We have won two and drawn the other but there is no doubt
that Westfield have now very much found their feet at this level and prior to today, they are
in the play-off positions. Whether they will be able to go up were they to win promotion is
possibly doubtful, pending upon whether or not they can get the work done that is required
by the FA to remain at this level. If they can’t, they face relegation back to the CCL, such
are the current FA regulations. Kick-off at Westfield is 7.45 p.m. and remember you will be
able to park for free in the large multi storey car-park adjacent to their ground and do mind
the humps as you make your way into the ground which are quite savage.
There’s no stopping the Ladies and last Sunday they made it to their second cup final (so
far) for this season, beating Abbey Rangers Ladies 4-2 in the County Cup semi-final. This
competition embraces three counties, London, Surrey and Middlesex. In the Final at Dorking Wanderers (now Surrey County HQ) they will meet old rivals Godalming Town on xx.
That will be followed on Wednesday 17 April when they play against Leyton Orient or Enfield Town at Aveley FC. Tomorrow the girls are away to Hackney Ladies, playing at
Hackney Marsh.

Enjoy the game, Alan.
.
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NORTHWOOD FOOTBALL CLUB BRIEF HISTORY
The current club was formed in 1926, following several other outfits
that had carried the town’s name in earlier years, the first known,
Northwood FC, being formed in September 1899, but it is not clear
how long they existed. A team called Northwood Rovers played in
the Harrow & District League up to the First World War, but a new
Northwood FC was launched after the conflict, in September 1919, and soon Emmanuel
Northwood were also competing in the Harrow & District League.
The next club to commence was Holy Trinity Northwood, again in the Harrow League,
whilst in 1922 Northwood moved to the Uxbridge & District League. However, having lost
their first nine fixtures in the second season, Northwood found that they were unable to
field a team for later games and the club folded. Around the same time, Emmanuel Northwood also withdrew from the Harrow League.
After two seasons in which just Holy Trinity represented the town on the football field, a
few people who had been involved with the two failed set-ups decided to form a new club,
and Northwood United was launched for the 1926-27 campaign, with Leslie Faint, secretary of the previous Northwood FC, holding the same post for United. For the first two seasons, just friendly matches were played, apart from entering the Northwood Hospital Charity Cup, but after the second campaign, in which sixteen of the twenty-three games had
been won, it was decided to join a league.
Northwood United were elected to Division Two of the Harrow & District League for 192829, playing at Northwood Playing Fields, which was adjacent to Haste Hill golf course, at
the end of The Drive, Northwood. In the team at that time were young players Joe Gill,
Bob Bell and Tom Bell, who would be with the club many years later, even returning after
the Second World War, and the latter also became club secretary.
In their second year the club gained promotion, and twelve months later, further success
saw them move up to the Premier Division of the Harrow & District League (later renamed
Harrow, Wembley & District League). At that time the club gained the use of a pitch in
Northwood Recreation Ground at an annual cost of £14. 14s. including pitch marking and
dressing room.
1931-32 saw the commencement of Northwood United’s dominance of local junior football.
Within five years of entering league football, United had become Premier Division champions, a feat they repeated for each of the next four years, followed by second and third
places up to the War. The League Senior Challenge Cup was won three times during that
period, and in 1938 the club won the Middlesex Junior Cup, having been losing finalists in
1935 and 1936.
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After the Second World War, with the disappearance of Holy Trinity Northwood, the club
dropped the “United” suffix from their title, and were Harrow & Wembley champions in consecutive years, 1948 and 1949.
After being a mid-table side in the Premier Division throughout the ‘fifties, the club hit a
slump in the early 'sixties, suffering a first-ever relegation in 1962, and they became something of a yo-yo side for a few years, but towards the end of the 1960s things improved.
Northwood were elected into the Middlesex League in 1970, and they became runners-up
at the end of their second season.
After playing in the main park since 1931, the mid-seventies saw the Woods develop an
area of rough land into their present ground with suitable facilities, and further developments have been carried out regularly since.

The Woods won the Middlesex League Cup on three occasions and also the League
championship in 1978, completing the Middlesex League double, and the club were subsequently elected to the Hellenic League. In the first season they were promoted to the top
flight as Division One champions and Hellenic League Division One Cup winners. Northwood also lifted the Middlesex Intermediate Cup by beating Feltham 2-1 – the club’s first
County Cup success for forty-one years. Floodlights were erected and senior status was
granted in 1981.
Due to large travelling costs, Northwood switched to play in the London Spartan League in
1984 and they were soon to become one of the competition's top clubs. After one League
Cup win, a runners-up spot and two third places, the Woods completed a League and Cup
double in 1992. Along with this success came considerable ground improvements, which
allowed them to be promoted to the Isthmian League, Division Three.
After five years at the higher level, following early success by winning the 1993 Associate
Members Trophy, and several promotion challenges, Northwood made it to Division Two in
1997. Following three seasons in that division, the Woods earned further promotion when
they gained the runners-up spot in 2000. They also captured the Associate Members Trophy for a second time and reached their first ever Middlesex Senior Cup final, where they
went down 2-0 to GM Vauxhall Conference outfit Hayes.
Another three years later and Northwood found themselves in the Premier Division, having
won the Division One North championship in 2003. They also captured the Isthmian
League Cup for the first time in 2002, beating Premier Division Hampton & Richmond Borough in the final, 3-2 after extra-time, and also reached the Middlesex Senior Cup final
once again, this time beaten in extra-time by Hendon.
September 2002 saw the Woods defeat Premier Division champions Gravesend & Northfleet 4-2 to lift the Isthmian Charity Shield. It proved a difficult first season in the Premier
Division, but after an F.A. restructure of non-League football, Northwood remained in the
division for a second season.
In 2003, Northwood received the prestigious award of Community Club status from the
Football Association in recognition of the club's commitment to youth football in the area –
the club have teams of all age groups playing their football within the confines of Northwood Park. Improvements have been made to the standards in recent years, and the club
is hoping this will result
in many youngsters
into first-team players in the future.
+44 (0)1784
430000 ordeveloping
info@firstchoicebus.com
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Northwood faced a new challenge for the 2005-06 campaign, having been moved to the
Southern League Premier Division, and although the first season
in the new league was a struggle, the team avoided the drop on
the final day. However, 2007 saw the Woods finish in 22nd place
in the division, and relegation followed – the first time the club had
faced demotion in senior football. It wasn't all doom and gloom,
though, as Northwood lifted the Middlesex Senior Cup for the first
time in their history by defeating Hayes, of the Conference South,
on their own ground in the final.
Having been moved back to the Isthmian League for the 2007-08 campaign, and after
spending three years in Division One North, Northwood were then transferred again to the
Southern League Division One Central in 2010-11. Their first season was a struggle but
they successfully avoided relegation after a bright finish to the campaign and in 2012, it
proved much more successful, only missing out on a play-off place on the final day of the
season. The following season was boosted by an FA Cup run to the third qualifying round
while a forced change of manager saw the Woods have to rebuild the squad so a midtable finish was very acceptable. Mark Burgess had successful full seasons in charge,
surpassing expectations by finishing ninth, tenth and then seventh respectively. There
was also success in cup competitions, reaching the League Cup semi-final in 2016 before
losing on penalties to Merthyr Town and then winning the Middlesex Senior Cup for the
second time in the club’s history with a 2-0 victory over Ryman Premier side Enfield
Town. However, 2016/17 was more of a struggle after losing most of the successful side
to a higher level and relegation was only just avoided.

The Club made a change in the summer of 2017 by appointing experienced coach and
manager Simon Lane as their new boss but he abandoned the project in January 2018
and after a couple of caretaker roles and not much improvement, have now given Dean
Barker the role for the new season of 2018/19.
Another success story over the years has been the club's Match Day programme, which
has picked up many awards, and in the Wirral Programme Club's annual survey it was
adjudged the Best Programme in non-League football on three occasions, as well as being runner-up twice and in third place once. It was given the accolade of Best Programme
in the Isthmian League in each of the first twelve years of the club's membership, a remarkable run of consistency, and has continued to win awards.

.
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Northwood FC—Playing Squad 2018/2019
Luke Sheldrick - Goalkeeper
Australian-born keeper Luke appeared for Sydney Olympic and
APIA down-under before moving to the UK and he has appeared
for Wealdstone, Cockfosters, Hampton & Richmond Borough and
Wingate & Finchley over the past two seasons. Luke joined Woods
in June 2018 and has been ever-present this season. Age: 22.
Caolan Doyle - Goalkeeper
Young but promising 17-year-old goalkeeper who joined the Woods in the summer of
2018 having previous senior experience at Leverstock Green. He currently plays for the
Woods midweek Under-18s and has also represented the Middlesex County Representative side.
Matt Cooper - Defender
Matt came up through the youth ranks at Northwood, playing in the Isthmian Youth
League side in 2012-13. After that he played for Ascot United when the Berkshire side
reached the FA Vase quarter-finals and has enjoyed three very good seasons at Biggleswade United where he also captained the side. Signed for Northwood in June 2018
and has made the left-back spot his own. Age: 23.
Miguel Lopes De Matos - Defender
Miguel is a 22-year-old Portuguese defender or winger who joined the Woods in July
2018 from Staines Town. He has also had spells with Potters Bar Town, Waltham Forest, Waltham Abbey and Romford.
Carl Pearce – Defender
Defender Carl played in the Bostik Isthmian Premier League for Wingate & Finchley in
2017-18 before finishing the campaign in the Potters Bar Town squad that won promotion to that higher level. Carl also played at Wembley for several years. Named Club
Captain, Carl was also selected for the FA X1 that toured the Falkland Islands in November. Age: 22.
Sam Jenkins - Defender
Defender Sam, is 23 years old and signed for Northwood in July 2018, having played for
Harpenden Town for the past two seasons.
Imran Uche - Defender
Young, 19-year-old central defender who has impressed since joining on a dualregistration loan arrangement from Farnborough in November 2018.
Dan Newton - Defender
Young defender, only 18, who signed for the Woods in September 2018 having been a
regular at Barton Rovers over the last couple of seasons.
Ben Dufaux – Defender
Ben was a member of the Isthmian Youth League squad in 2017-18, and is still eligible
for the Under-18s. He signed senior forms in July 2018. Age: 17.
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Northwood FC—Playing Squad 2018/2019
Yahya El-Khabouche – Midfielder
Hard-working 22-year-old defensive midfielder who joined the
Woods from Uxbridge in January 2019 having been a regular in the
Reds side since signing from Ashford Town
Keir Dickson – Defence/Midfield
Keir joined the Woods in August 2018 from Wingate & Finchley following a successful
loan spell with the Woods at the end of last season. Only 22, Keir can play anywhere
down the left side; he was at Barnet and Fleetwood Town as a youngster.

Kyran Worrell - Midfield
Kyran was a member of Northwood's Middlesex County Under-18 Cup Final side in 201718, and made his first team debut in the last game of the season, a 3-2 win at Aylesbury.
He is still eligible for the Under-18s and recently netted his first senior goals. Age: 17.
Leigh Stevens - Midfield
Experienced 24-year-old midfielder who joined Northwood in November 2018 from neighbours Oxhey Jets. Leigh started out at Bedford Town and has also played for Leighton
Town and Edgware Town.
Chris Gosling - Midfielder
Chris is a central midfielder with bags of potential who played a number of games in the
Evo-Stik Southern Premier for Kings Langley at the start of 2017-18 before being dualregistered with Leverstock Green. Chris was with Luton Town Cedars as a youth; he
signed for Northwood in June 2018. Age: 20.
Cameron Ferguson - Midfielder
Central midfielder Cameron joined the Woods in June 2018, having been named Player
of the Year at Hadley FC. He started 2017-18 with Cheshunt, and has also appeared for
St Albans City and Cockfosters. Age: 21.
Dan Pett - Midfielder
Experienced 24-year-old midfielder who joined Northwood from Edgware Town in October 2018 having skippered the Wares over the last couple of seasons and been named
as Player of the Year.
Zaied Sabti - Midfield
Experienced 29-year-old midfielder who joined the Woods on dual-registration from Harrow Borough in September 2018. He enjoyed a superb campaign at Wembley last season, scoring over 30 goals from midfield and has also played for London Tigers.
Kieran Asumadu-Sakyi - Midfielder
Former Plymouth Argyle trainee Kieran joined the Woods in June 2018, having finished
the previous season with Hoddesdon Town and briefly at Codicote. The central midfielder
had appeared for Chesham United, Enfield Town and Billericay Town before playing for
Cockfosters and then for Hoddesdon. Age: 23.
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Northwood FC—Playing Squad 2018/2019
Conrad-Kweku Lucan - Midfielder
Young winger who joined the Woods in July 2018 having had previous experience at St. Albans City, Biggleswade Town, Tooting &
Mitcham and Wingate & Finchley. He was a youth with Peterborough
United and still only 20, he has established himself on the right flank
and can also play up front.
Jamie Fulton - Midfielder
Under 18s player Jamie was added to the squad for the final month of the 2018-19 season, making a number of senior appearances. Has also represented the Middlesex County representative side. Age: 18.
Ben Pattie - Striker
Ben is a former professional with QPR who had loan spells with Woking and Hendon plus
a short spell at Folkestone Invicta. Ben is still only 22 and spent 2017/18 with Wingate &
Finchley, being a prolific scorer in their Under-23 side and also getting amongst the goals
for the first team in the Bostik Premier. He signed for Northwood in June 2018. Age: 22.
Andrew Ofosu - Attacker
Andrew started out at Sheffield FC and then joined Frickley Athletic before playing in Canada for Victoria Highlanders. Since his return the 24-year-old has played for Hayes &
Yeading, Mildenhall Town and joined the Woods in November 2018 after a short spell at
Berkhamsted.
Jabir Laraba - Attacker
Jabir transferred to Northwood from Uxbridge in December 2018 having previously played
at Ashford Town (Middlesex), Wembley, Kensington Borough and London Tigers.
Alex Witham - Striker
Alex is an ex-Arsenal and Derby County youth and reserve team who dropped into the
non-League game at Biggleswade Town and then had short spells with Wealdstone and
Slough Town. After three seasons at Wembley he moved to Leverstock Green last summer prior to joining the Woods in February 2019 and making an immediate impression.
Tremayne Charles - Attacker

Experienced 25-year-old who signed for the Woods in January 2019 on dual-registration
from Bedford Town having recently joined the Eagles from Hitchin Town where he enjoyed a good spell at Step 3. He started out with St. Albans City and has also played
Leighton Town, Stotfold, Ampthill Town, Arlesey Town, Bedford FC, Colney Heath and
Leverstock Green.
Former Leverstock Green boss Scott Dash was permanently appointed as the club’s new
manager after a successful interim period and he is being assisted by Richard Elderfield
and Kevin Lawrence while Alice Rollinson is the Club’s Sports Therapist
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By Hugo Varley
Canterbury City have certainly had a topsy-turvy few weeks.
Just moments after edging past Leicester Nirvana at the start of the month to reach their
first ever FA Vase Quarter Final, the club were rocked by the news that the local council
had rejected their proposals for a new stadium, which would have ended 12 long years of
nomadic life.
“One of the papers hit the nail on the head with the headline, joy to despair in the space
of just 4 days” said City Chairman Tim Clark.
“We are ground sharing at the moment and I think everyone knows that without a new
stadium are future will be in jeopardy”.
With relations between the club and the city council at breaking point, innovative direct
action is now being planned.
Taking inspiration from the Valley Party, which was formed by Charlton Athletic fans in
1990 in an attempt to pressure Greenwich Borough Council into allowing the Addicks to
return to their home ground, Clark has revealed that several campaigners are preparing to
run in May’s local elections.
He added, “We have been continually let down by the council and we are acting to save
the club.
“We are not just campaigning for this single issue and are asking for more sports and
recreational facilities to be developed across the whole area.
“It is strange to have all of this going on in the midst of what is by far the most successful
time in the club’s history.

.
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“The campaign is something that we are all really excited about and we are going to try
and talk to the local students at the university to try and get them involved and to ensure
that it is something which appeals to young people.
“We have already found a number of people who are willing to run on our platform and
stand up to the current council
“It is certainly a tough moment but it has helped to bring everybody together and there is
a really special atmosphere around the club at the moment”.
From the perspective of the NLP it is deeply disappointing to hear how Canterbury City
have seen their future put in jeopardy by the council’s recent decision and we wish them
the best of luck with their campaign.
Non-League clubs can play a vital role in conjuring up a sense of unity and identity within a community and it is crucial that they receive the support and protection of local institutions.

.
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First Team Fixtures 2018/2019

Result
Date
Opponent
Goalscorers
11/08/2018
1-1 H—Hertford Town
Wilson
18/08/2018
2-4 A—Chipstead
Bitmead(3), Cottee
21/08/2018
0-1 H– Hayes & Yeading Utd (LGE Cup)
25/08/2018
4-1 A– Cray Valley (PM) (FA Cup Pr Rd) Wilson
27/08/2018
1-0 A—Hanwell Town
01/09/2018
1-1 H—Cheshunt
Bitmead
15/09/2018
2-3 A—Tooting & Mitcham Utd
Poley, Cottee, Webb
22/09/2018
0-5 H—Bracknell Town
25/09/2018
2-0 A—Molesey
Webb, Wilson
29/09/2018
02/10/2018
06/10/2018
13/10/2018

4-2
2-0
7-1
0-0

H—Heybridge Swifts (FAT XP Rd )
H– Chessington & Hook (Com Cp
Rd1)
A—Hayes & Yeading Utd
H—Westfield (FAT Prem Rd)

Bitmead(2), Webb,
Cottee

Lockhart– Adams
Haile,
Howard

16/10/2018

2-3

20/10/2018
23/10/2018
27/10/2018

3-0
0-0
1-2

30/10/2018
03/11/2018
10/11/2018
13/11/2018
17/11/2018
20/11/2018
24/11/2018

4-1
3-0
2-1
2-1
2-2
1-1
0-3

Lockhart-Adams,
A—Westfield (FAT Prem Rd Replay) Wilson
Lockhart-adams
H—Westfield
Bitmead (2),
A—Hanworth Villa (Mdx Snr Cup) Lost on Pens
H—Lewes (FAT Q Rd 1)
Baigent
Green, Decabo.
H—Horley Town ( Surrey Snr Cup Webb, Cottee
A—Northwood
H—Waltham Abbey
Beadle (2)
H—FC Romania
Bitmead, Webb
A—Ware
Brunton, Cottee
A—Camberley Town Comb Cup R2 Kazi ( 1-3 Pens)
H—Marlow

01/12/2018

0-5

A—Uxbridge

Lockhart-Adams, Beadle
.
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First Team Fixtures 2018/2019

Date

Result

08/12/2018
11/12/2018
15/12/2018
22/12/2018
29/12/2018
05/01/2019
08/01/2019
12/01/2019
19/01/2019
26/01/2019

2-5
1-4
2-0
1-4
4-0
2-1
2-1
1-0
0-2
2-2

05/02/2019
09/02/2019
16/02/2019
23/02/2019
26/02/2019
02/03/2019
09/03/2019
16/03/2019
23/03/2019
30/03/2019
06/04/2019
13/04/2019
20/04/2019
22/04/2019
27/04/2019

2-3
0-1
0-0

Opponent

Goalscorers
Bitmead(3) Cottee,
A—South Park
Haile
H - Chipstead (Surrey Snr Cup R2) Haile
H—Chalfont St Peter
Cottee, Haile
H—Hanwell Town
Beadle
A—Bedfont Sports
H—Egham Town
Webb, Gockman
H—Southall (Mdx C Cup)
Bitmead, Haile
A—Cheshunt
A—FC Romania
Cottee ( 2)
H—Hayes & Yeading Utd
Bitmead (2)
Haile, LockhartH—Molesey
Adams
A—Hertford Town
Cottee
H– Chipstead
H– Northwood
A– Westfield
A– Waltham Abbey
H—Ware
A– Marlow
H– Uxbridge
H– South Park
A– Chalfont St Peter
H– Tooting & Mitcham Utd
A—Egham Town
H– Bedfont Sports
A—Bracknell Town
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ASHFORD TOWN (MIDDLESEX)
SPONSORSHIP OPTIONS
PLAYER SPONSORSHIP (£60 + VAT)
Complementary Match Ticket to game of your Choice
Company listing on the website
Photo of you and the Player
MATCHDAY SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE 1 (£150 + VAT)
Four Matchday Tickets
Company Logo on Programme cover
Company listing on the website
Reserved seating in clubhouse Bar
Complimentary refreshments
MATCHDAY SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE 2 (£200 + VAT)
Four Matchday Tickets
Company Logo on Programme cover
Company listing on the website
Reserved seating in clubhouse Bar
Complimentary refreshments
Junior Mascots for the day
MATCHBALL SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE 1 (£50 + VAT)
One Matchday Ticket

Company Logo on Programme cover
Company listing on the website
MATCHBALL SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE 2 (£75 + VAT)
One Matchday Ticket
Company Logo on Programme cover
Company listing on the website
Junior Mascot for the day
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Ashford Town (Middlesex) FC Player Sponsorship
Player

Sponsor

Adam Baigent
Tom Brunton

Eddie Hutchinson

Mark Bitmead

John Gully

Brannon Daly
Russell Canderton

Lynne Morgan

Jack Beadle

Paul Blair

Leo Decabo
Thomas Dilloway
Joe Green
Nebay Haile
Tom Howard
Samad Kazi

Dan Butler

Kofi Lockhart-Adams
Steven Loveridge
Elliot Pooley
Tyler Tobin

Graham Felce

Max Webb

Simon Gibson

Scott Weight

Nick Bailey

Ben Murray

Bob Lewis

Mark Green

Bob Lewis

.

21

For all the latest club news, visit our website at www.ashfordtownmiddlesexfc.com

.

22

For all the latest club news, visit our website at www.ashfordtownmiddlesexfc.com

As one of the leading building materials suppliers serving throughout
London, here at Hitchcock and King Ltd
delivering excellent customer service
are at the forefront of every part of our
business. To achieve this, we are dedicated to providing:

•
•
•

Ashford
01784 892 716

Stock availability
Quality product at competitive prices
Fast Delivery

With over 40 years’ experience in the industry, we have developed an extensive product and pricing knowledge to supply you with the necessary building materials required
for the job. Our comprehensive range of supplies includes:

•
•
•
•

Plasterboard, Plaster and Beads
Timber, MDF & Sheet Materials
Fencing & Decking
Electrical

No matter the building project scale, we have access to thousands of items so you can
rest assured knowing that we are able to supply you with whatever you need. Furthermore, our close relationships with top suppliers means we are still able to source an item
that you need even if we do not stock it ourselves.
Our large fleet of over twenty vehicles means we have the capacity to transport your materials directly to your door quickly and efficiently, with the aim of same/next day delivery
if the order is placed that morning. Our advanced tracking technology allows us to
track the progress of our lorries, so we can let you know the exact location of your items.
Whether you require a free quote or would like to make a quick and easy order, don’t
hesitate to get in touch with our friendly team of experts today – we are always happy to
help with any enquiry.

Official First Team Sponsor for the Season 2018/2019

.
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Ashford Town Middlesex
Brief History
Until recently, it was assumed that Ashford Town
Football Club was formed in 1964. However, new
research has indicated the club was formed in 1958
as Ashford Albion and first competed in the Hounslow & District League. Albion won two consecutive
promotions to reach the Premier Division of the
Hounslow League and were still competing at this
level when the club changed its name to Ashford Town in 1964. It was at this
time that the club adopted its distinctive Tangerine & White colours. The club
endured a difficult first campaign as the Town club and withdrew from the Premier Division, assuming the Reserve Team's place in Division Two.
Having rebuilt the club with a very young team, Ashford Town rapidly advanced
through the various divisions of that League, absorbing Staines Youth Club FC.
on the way. Several individuals from that era have remained with the Club and
now form the backbone of the Committee, including the Vice-Chairman and Secretary.
The Club were elected to the Surrey Intermediate League (Western) in 1967 and
were promoted at the end of their first season. The Ash Trees were League Cup
finalists in 1970-71 and League runners-up in 1972-73. In 1974-75, Ashford
enjoyed their best season under the managership of ex-Fulham player Frank
Reid, winning the League by three points from perennial contenders Merrow.
Although the championship eluded the Club in following seasons, it usually finished in the top four and prior to season 1982-83 an invitation was extended by
Surrey County FA. to become founder members of the Surrey County Premier
League. The invitation was readily accepted and Ashford played their first
match in the new league on 4 September 1982, drawing 0-0 away to Farleigh
Rovers.
Almost from its foundation, the Club had aspirations to acquire its own ground
and after one or two disappointments, this was achieved in August 1985, when a
long lease was signed with Spelthorne Borough Council, enabling the Club to
move to its present home at Short Lane, Stanwell. From what was nothing more
than a field, the facilities were quickly developed, with the first match at Short
Lane taking place in February 1986, following two postponements for snow.
The Club now possesses a modern clubhouse and bar, kitchen facilities and
boardroom. Floodlights were erected in September 1995, whilst the pitch is
railed all round and partly walled, with standing covered accommodation, plus a
purpose built 150-seater stand, built in 1998 (pictured). An additional 100 seats
were installed on the opposite side of the ground to this stand in 2006, after the
club won promotion to the Isthmian League Premier Division.
For both geographical and historical reasons, Ashford affiliate to both Middlesex
and Surrey F.As and in 1989-90, their last season as an Intermediate Club, they
reached the final of both Counties Premier Cup competitions, beating Farnham
Town in the Surrey version but losing to Willesden Hawkeye in the Middlesex
.
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Ashford Town Middlesex
Brief History—Continued 2
final. Runners-up spot in the League was also secured and with it the opportunity to enter senior football, as members of the Combined Counties League, senior status having been granted in May 1990. It was at this point that the club
changed its name to Ashford Town (Middlesex) FC, to avoid confusion with the
Kent club of the same name.
During its ten year membership of the Combined Counties League, the Club
never finished below sixth place, and after finishing 3rd and 2nd in seasons
1992-93 and 93-94, it went on to win the League Championship for four successive seasons. It was a relative disappointment to only come 4th in 1998-99,
even though the Club won the League Cup but a 5th championship in just six
seasons was secured in 99-00, along with the Middlesex Charity Cup, the first
ever senior county cup honour. With the ground up to the required standard,
Ashford took their place in the Isthmian League for season 2000-2001 and by
finishing in 3rd place, secured promotion to Division 2 at the first attempt.
The first season in Division Two did not the Club making sufficient progress and
after a series of indifferent results, long serving manager Dave Kent left the Club
on 28 March. His replacement was Nathan Wharf, an ex long serving player,
who stepped up from Reserve Team management.
Further major improvements were made to the ground to enable the Club to be
granted a B-grade and to take its place in the newly regionalised Division One of
the Ryman League. A poor start saw the Club in the bottom echelons of the
table but a number of new signings saw a significant improvement and a 17 th
place finish, which was an excellent performance after winning just one of the
opening 16 league matches.
Further progress was made in 2003-04 as the Club finished 12th in Div 1
South. In the close season prior to 2004-05, the pitch has been completely relaid to include both irrigation and drainage systems, at a cost of around £50,000,
mostly financed by the Football Stadia Improvement Fund. Further medium
term plans include new changing accommodation adjacent to the pitch, which
will allow enlargement of the present clubhouse, and a hard surface floodlit training area.
The Club embarked upon new adventures in season 2004-05 in the Southern
League for the first time, having been transferred over as a result of the FA Restructure. The 4th Qualifying Round of the FA Cup was reached for the first time
and Mark Butler, renowned goal scorer in his day with Aldershot Town, Staines
Town etc, was promoted from Assistant Manager to Manager following the resignation of Nathan Wharf in December 2004. The play-offs were reached but resulted in a narrow defeat at Evesham United after extra time.
In 2005-06, Ashford went one better, finishing second in Division One West of
the Southern League, to secure promotion to Step 3. This brought about a return to the Isthmian League for season 2006-07 and saw Ashford competing at
their highest ever level. The season brought consolidation with the added bonus
.
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Ashford Town Middlesex
of reaching and winning the Westview (League) Cup Final
when Ashford triumphed 4-1 over Dover Athletic at Bromley. The Reserves also lifted a trophy, securing the Middlesex Premier Cup.
Ashford built on this success, rallying from the foot of the table in November 2007 to narrowly miss a place in the promotion play-offs at the end of the 2007-08 season, a campaign
which saw all of the club's senior sides challenge for honours. The senior side reached the Final of the Southern Combination Cup, the
Reserves reached the Finals of both the Middlesex Premier and Surrey Premier
Cups, while the Under 18s, led by club stalwart, Mick Snowden were champions
of the Southern Youth League.
The 2008-09 season saw Ashford begin the campaign in electrifying form, winning their opening six matches to top the table. Mark Butler's side followed this
up with a fantastic FA Cup run which saw them come agonisingly close to eliminating Forest Green Rovers in the Fourth Qualifying Round at Short Lane. Rovers won the replay and went on to run Derby County close in the Third
Round. Ashford endured a difficult winter, which saw them flirt with relegation,
before a late resurgence saw the side safely into mid-table. The cup competitions added much adventure to the season, as Ashford followed up their exploits
in the FA Cup with runs to the semi-finals of both the Middlesex Senior and Isthmian League Cups and end their campaign by defeating Conference Premier
outfit Woking 3-2 at Metropolitan Police to win the Surrey Senior Cup.
The 2009-10 season saw Ashford make a reasonable start to the campaign, but
the Ash Trees were shocked when manager Mark Butler tendered his resignation on Friday 23rd October, in order to take up the Manager's role at Margate
FC, who were struggling at the foot of the table. Ashford appointed former
Leicester City and Bradford City midfielder Jamie Lawrence as his replacement,
and the Jamaican international immediately led his new charges on a twelvematch unbeaten run. However, issues off the pitch were causing problems for
the club and a number of players, including leading goal scorer Byron Harrison
left for Carshalton Athletic, where Mark Butler had accepted a coaching role after leaving Margate, where he had been in charge for just three months. Ashford found scoring a problem after Harrison left and a dreadful run of form saw
them go from the fringe of the play-off zone to battling relegation. Ashford went
into their final match knowing a win would almost guarantee survival, while a
draw would see them finish fourth from bottom - technically a relegation place,
but certain to receive a reprieve owing to the demise of various other
clubs. Sadly, a heavy defeat for Ashford, coupled with wins for Carshalton and
Margate saw the latter two clubs survive - Margate receiving the reprieve for finishing fourth from bottom.
During the summer of 2010, the club were initially placed in the Central Division
of the Southern League but were then offered the chance to remain at Step
.
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Ashford Town Middlesex
Three of the non-league pyramid. However, as this offer was
as a direct replacement for defunct Southern League side
Merthyr Tydfil, the decision was made that the vast increase
in travelling would be too great a burden for the club and the
club elected to remain in the Central Division. During this
time, Bob Parker stepped down from his role as Chairman after twenty-eight
years in the role. The club's home ground was renamed the Robert Parker Stadium in honour of Bob, who remains at the club as President.
The club entered a new era in the Central Division of the Southern League with
Jamie Lawrence at the helm and with a mixture of established local players and
new faces but the season was a challenging one. The club played some sparkling football at times and enjoyed an exciting run in the FA Trophy, reaching the
Last 32 in the competition before losing at home to Dartford. However, League
form was patchy and the club finished 16th. One bright spark was the club winning the Southern Combination Cup, defeating Hanworth Villa 1-0 in the Final.
Jamie Lawrence resigned as Manager in June 2011 and the club immediately
appointed his assistant, Paul Burgess, to take the helm after more than 21 years
at the club, including 683 First Team appearances. Despite having little time to
do it and few resources at his disposal, "Burgo" assembled a young and exciting
team. Although any hopes of a tilt at the promotion play-offs were dashed by a
dreadful run where the club failed to win at home for four months, Ashford finished the season strongly, winning two Cup Finals in 48 hours. In the Middlesex
Charity Cup Final, the Ash Trees were 3-0 down to Northwood after 48 minutes
before substitute Kofi Lockhart-Adams scored four times to put his team ahead.
the game finished 4-4, with Ashford winning the penalty shoot-out 4-2.
Two days later, Ashford defeated Badshot Lea 3-1 to add the Aldershot Senior
Cup to the cabinet, aided by a fine performance from Paul McCarthy, who had
saved two penalties in the first Final. A memorable season was capped by the
club being named winners of the Southern League Fair Play Award.
In recent times Ashford now managed by Ben Murray and ably assisted by Mark
Green have been renowned for playing attractive football firstly in the Combined
Counties and after the team gained promotion in the Southern League. The return of the side into the Combined Counties was a result of being relegated in
the 2013-14 season from the Southern League. That season despite a late run
of good results after the team was invigorated by the appointment of Ben Murray
the team just fell short in trying to stay up.
In the 2014/15 season the team had a fantastic start to the campaign winning
ten League games in succession after losing the first game at home to Cove.
Despite that Ashford lost out to Molesey for the title and finished third as Camberley Town took second place. The exciting brand of football made Ashford
very pleasing on the eye to watch but the doggedness of the Molesey side saw
.
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In the 2015/16 season Ashford again started the season excellently and were
amongst the front runners but found the red hot form of the excellent Hartley
Wintney too much to take the title but due to the Champions ground grading not
being of step 4 standard Ashford took the promotion place on offer to the runners up. This was achieved on the last game of the season as rivals Camberley
Town went down 3-2 at champions Hartley Wintney. Mark Bitmead scored an
impressive 42 goals in the season with Dan Fleming scoring 25 goals.
Back in the Southern League Ashford started brightly in the 2016/17 season occupying one of the play off places in October before a dip in form in the winter
period cost Ashford and the team slid down to mid table. A strong ending to the
season culminated in Ashford finishing in 9th place. The side also won the Middlesex Senior Cup Final played at Hanwell Town by beating Conference South
side Wealdstone by two goals to one. Alex Fisher and Dan Fleming were the
scorers on the evening. Russell Canderton was outstanding on the evening
making one miraculous clearance off the line. Samad Kazi caught the eye as the
supporters player of the season.
The current season saw Ashford win three rounds of the FA Cup before losing
out to Leatherhead in the 3rd Qualifying Round. Unfortunately serious injuries to
Joe Green and Mark Bitmead saw Ashford fall out the play off places again.
Mark had started tremendously well in the season scoring 11 goals in the first 11
games. A poor run in the winter months saw Ashford hover in midtable but once
again the side has returned to form and have currently have only lost one out of
the last nine games. The return of Mitchal Gough has been instrumental in the
recent good run. Alex Fisher, James Cottee, Max Webb & Jack Beadle have
been impressive throughout the season.
And so to the New Season, 208/2019 looks set to be one of Transition for the
club, with the sad loss of our Chairman Dave Baker during the close season the
position of Chairman has been split into a joint role between Alan Constable &
Nick Bailey both of whom are keen to continue the development of the club and
its ever-growing Tangerine brand, on the playing front there too have been some
changes with a number of the previous incumbents moving on during the close
season to a higher level within the Non-League Pyramid we wish them all the
well and thank them for there efforts whilst in the Tangerine colours, and now
allows for the next chapter to be written and some new faces to entertain the
tangerine faithful.

.
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Why not enjoy a free cup of tea or coffee !!
Just present this voucher
at the snack bar for your free
Cup of tea or coffee
Only 1 voucher per person

Only valid on Saturday 23rd February 2019

Cannot be redeemed for anything else. No cash value
.
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Position

Team

P

W

D

L

F

A

GD PTS

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Hayes & Yeading United
Bracknell Town
Marlow
Westfield
Cheshunt
Ware
Tooting & Mitcham United
Waltham Abbey
Ashford Town (Middx)
Northwood
Hanwell Town
Chipstead
Bedfont Sports
Uxbridge
Chalfont St Peter
FC Romania
Hertford Town
South Park
Molesey
Egham Town

26
25
25
26
26
27
26
27
26
27
27
27
27
26
26
26
27
26
25
26

20
14
14
14
13
12
12
14
12
11
9
10
9
9
6
8
5
6
3
2

4
8
7
5
8
8
7
1
5
6
9
4
6
5
11
2
9
3
6
4

2
3
4
7
5
7
7
12
9
10
9
13
12
12
9
16
13
17
16
20

99
72
43
54
49
63
47
43
43
50
51
46
50
38
36
33
40
32
21
18

24
36
21
36
31
41
37
42
46
50
55
52
57
50
40
68
59
60
55
68

+75
+36
+22
+18
+18
+22
+10
+1
-3
0
-4
-6
-7
-12
-4
-35
-19
-28
-34
-50

.

64
50
49
47
47
44
43
43
41
39
36
34
33
32
29
26
24
21
15
10
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1958-59
1959-60
1965-66
1966-67
1970-71
1974-75

2012-13

Hounslow & District League Division Two Runners-Up (promoted)
Hounslow & District League Division One Runners-Up (promoted)
Promoted from Hounslow & District League Division Two (3rd place)
Hounslow & District League Division One Runners-Up (promoted)
Surrey Intermediate League (Western) League Cup Finalists
Surrey Intermediate League (Western) Champions
Surrey Premier Cup Winners
Middlesex Premier Cup Finalists
Surrey Premier League Runners-Up (promoted to Combined Counties League)
Dan-Air Class Elite Cup Finalists
Parasol Challenge Cup Finalists
Parasol Challenge Cup Finalists
Parasol Challenge Vase Finalists
Combined Counties League Runners Up
Combined Counties League Champions
Combined Counties League Champions
Southern Combination Cup Winners
Combined Counties League Champions
Southern Youth League Champions
Combined Counties League Champions
Worldwide Carpets Premier Cup Winners
Combined Counties League Champions
Middlesex Charity Cup Winners
Promoted from Isthmian League Division Three (3rd place)
Southern Combination Cup Finalists
Lord of Ashford in Middlesex Charity Bowl Joint Winners
Aldershot Senior Cup Winners
Aldershot Senior Cup Finalists
Middlesex Premier Cup Finalists
Southern League – Div One West Runners-up.
Promoted to Ryman League – Premier Division
Isthmian League Cup Winners
Middlesex Premier Cup Winners
Southern Combination Cup Finalists
Finalists Middlesex Premier Cup
Finalists Surrey Premier Cup
Champions Southern Youth League
Surrey Senior Cup Winners
Lord of Ashford in Middlesex Charity Bowl Winners
Southern Youth League West Division Champions and League Runners-Up
Jim Richardson Memorial Trophy Winners
Suburban League Cup Finalists
Jim Richardson Memorial Trophy Winners
Southern Combination Cup Winners
Middlesex Charity Cup Winners
Evo-Stik Southern League Fair Play Trophy Winners
Aldershot Invitation Cup Winners
Jim Richardson Memorial Trophy Winners
Middlesex Senior Cup Finalist

2013-14

Lord of Ashford in Middlesex Charity Bowl Winners

2015-16
2016-17

Promoted to Evo-Southern Central Division One
Middlesex Charity Cup Winners

1989-90
1991-92
1992-93
1993-94
1994-95
1995-96
1996-97
1997-98
1998-99
1999-2000
2000-01
2001-02
2002-03
2003-04
2004-05
2005-06
2006-07

2007-08

2008-09
2009-10
2010-11

2011-12

.
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TODAY’S SQUADS
23rd February 2019

Bostik South Central Division
Ashford Town (Middlesex)

Tangerine & White

V

Northwood FC

Royal Blue

Colours

Tyler TOBIN

1

Luke SHELDRAKE

Steven LOVERIDGE

2

Sam JENKINS

Tom DILLOWAY

3

Miguel LOPES DE MATOS

Adam BAIGENT

4

Kieran ASUMADU-SAKYI

Elliot POLEY

5

Dan NEWTON

Scott WEIGHT

6

Carl PEARCE ©

Jack BEADLE

7

Dan PETT

Max WEBB

8

Chris GOSLING

Kofi LOCKHART-ADAMS

9

Kweku LUCAN

Tom BRUNTON

10

Alex WITHAM

James COTTEE

11

Trey CHARLES

Joe GREEN

12

Zaied SABTI

Leo DECABO

14

Matt COOPER

Russell CANDERTON

15

Jabir LARABA

Nebay HAILE

16

Kyran WORRELL

Samad KAZI

17

Yahya EL-KABOUCHE

Tom HOWARD

18

Imran UCHE

Gurkan GOCKMAN

19

Leigh STEVENS

Ben MURRAY

MANAGER

Scott DASH

Mark GREEN

ASSISTANT

Richard ELDERFIELD

Russell CANDERTON

COACH

Steve HONEY

COACH

Martin O’CONNELL

PHYSIO

Today’s Match Officials:

Referee: Tom DANAHER
Assistants: Neil Fyfield
Jide Ogunba

Kevin LAWRENCE
Alice ROLLINSON

