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Good afternoon Everyone,  

We welcome everyone connected with Ware FC this afternoon for their first visit since 

February 2001, eighteen years ago.  On that occasion we came out on top, by three 

goals to nil, courtesy of strikes by Anthony Eggington, Ian Yates and Scott Todd but the 

match that lingers in the writer’s memory is an away trip to Ware in October 2007, in the 

FA Trophy, when we were defeated by four goals to one, following a poor performance on 

our part, to the point where manager Mark Butler offered his resignation after the match.  

The Chairman wasn’t having any of that and persuaded Mark to carry on which he did 

with some acclaim leading us into the Ryman Premier Division not so long afterwards. 

On to the current season and we played at Ware, on their 3G surface, back in November, 

when goals from Tommy Brunton and James Cottee enabled us take a point in a 2-2 

draw, albeit that our second goal came very close to the end.  Ware looked a very capa-

ble side that day and we know it will be a tough match for us this afternoon. 

That is emphasised by the two narrow losses we  have suffered in our last two matches, 

going ahead in both only to concede twice.  The game at Westfield was particularly disap-

pointing as we probably played better in that game than many we  have won this season.  

To concede a winning goal in the 94th minute was a particularly hard blow to take. 

Last week, similarly, at Waltham Forest we looked good value for our 1-0 lead at half-

time, only to concede two goals in ten minutes at the start of the second half, from which 

we were unable to recover. 

It is far from gloom and doom though.  With better fortune we would have had a further 

six points and right on the fringe of the play-offs.  As it is, promotion looks a little over 

ambitious at this moment but two wins will change that situation very quickly. 

After today we shall be at home again on Tuesday evening when Hanworth Villa are the 

visitors in the Quarter Final of the Middlesex Charity Cup, a home tie against Northwood 

in the semi-final being the prize for the winners.  The match ball has kindly been spon-

sored by Russell Grant and if we were to win, he has promised to sponsor the ball in the 

semi-final as well.  Villa have not been doing well in the CCL this season but we couldn’t 

get the better of them in the Senior Cup earlier on in the season and we then lost on pen-

alties, so we should be a little fired up for this one. 

Thank you for your attendance today and we look forward to seeing you again on Tues-

day, when it is likely that admission prices will be lowered. 

 

Enjoy the game, Alan.  
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WARE FOOTBALL CLUB BRIEF HISTORY 

 

The Club was founded in 1892 and although first called Ware Town soon 
changed its name to plain Ware FC. This unassuming title makes it prob-
ably the shortest named affiliate of the Football Association and has 
caused problems for programme editors and journalists ever since. 

In fact, the Club has been anything but unassuming. It has held senior 
status from its very beginning, entering the Herts Senior Cup for the first 
time in 1893, and winning the cup on the first of five occasions in 1899 
with a 2-1 win over Hitchin at St Albans. By this time Ware had been in-
strumental in founding the East Herts League and had won its champion-
ship on two of the three times it had been competed for. The club was to 
win it five more times before moving on to the North Middlesex League in 
1907 and then also to the Herts County League in 1908. The Champion-
ship of the latter came that season in a three-way play-off against St Al-
bans City and Welwyn. 

After the First World War the Club gained a league and cup double with 
a second Herts County League Championship and a fourth Herts Senior 
Cup win in 1922. The scenes in Ware when the team returned with the 
Senior Cup tell us something about the hold that football had on local 
loyalties at the time. The local paper reported that "Large crowds awaited 
the return of the special train to Ware, everybody being in high spirits. 
The Cup was marched through the town in front of a cheering throng." 
Indeed, it was later recalled that the cup was taken through the town on 
subsequent nights and that stops were made outside public houses 
where it was charged with beer before being drained by the crowd. 

Shortly after this Ware joined the Spartan League in which they were to 
enjoy several successes, winning the Division 2(B) Championship in 
1926, Division 1 in 1951 with the highest "goals for" total ever achieved 
by a club in the Spartan League, and the Premier Division in 1952. In 
these later years the Club also made significant progress in the old Ama-
teur Cup meeting many famous sides on the way. One of these was 
Hendon, against whom Ware drew their largest attendance of 3,800 in 
the 1st Round in January 1957. 
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+44 (0)1784 430000 or info@firstchoicebus.com 

 

 

Moving on to the Delphian and then Atheni-
an League, Ware enjoyed another success-
ful period. Two promotions, two league cup 
wins and two reserve championships paved 
the way for progress in the FA Cup. In this 
Ware reached the First Round proper for the 
first time in 1968 when they travelled to the 
then Third Division side Luton Town. The 
opposition had a 100% home record but the 

game was scoreless with 30 minutes to go before a judicious substitution 
broke the stalemate and left Ware beaten 6-1 at the final whistle. 

In these successful circumstances it was not surprising that Ware 
pressed for entry to the expanding Isthmian League. This was achieved 
for season 1975/76 and they have maintained their place at that level 
ever since. This is thanks most recently to their Division 2 Championship 
season of 2005/6 under manager Glen Alzapiedi which carried them into 
Division 1 just before Division 2 was disbanded. Alzapiedi's side brought 
further distinction with another FA Cup First Round appearance in 2007 
which saw a narrow home defeat against Kidderminster Harriers in front 
of 2,123 spectators, a record for the current ground at Wodson Park. 

Before that a tenth Herts Senior Cup Final in 2001 and another in 2008 
have emphasised the club's long history and continuity. Ware is the first 
of only three possible candidates to appear in this final in three separate 
centuries, evidence that it is still one of the county's leading clubs. 

League form has varied in recent years and after a disappointing period 
in the 2017/8 season John Dreyer took over as manager.  With fortunes 
improving John stepped aside and his assistant Paul Halsey has taken 
over the managerial reins. 
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Ware FC—Playing Squad 2018/2019  
Paul Halsey: Manager: Paul also managed Ware in 2009 
before moving on as goalkeeping coach at Billericay and then 
management positions with Hoddesdon Town and Hertford 
Town. 

Michael Bardle: Coach: Michael is a former Ware player who played in the 
successful Ware FA cup team in the 2007/8 season and has now returned to 
the club as a player/coach. 

Calum Kitscha: Goalkeeper: Previous clubs: Bishop's Stortford, Histon, 
Cheltenham, Hayes & Yeading, Worcester City and Hoddesdon Town. Calum 
started with Bishop's Stortford before joining Histon, in the National League 
South, making over 60 appearances for the Cambridgeshire side. In July 2015 
he joined National League side Cheltenham Town and made his debut for them 
in a FA Trophy tie against Chelmsford City. After helping the Robins gain pro-
motion into the EFL Calum signed a new one-year deal in June 2016 and made 
his Football League debut during an EFL Trophy tie against Blackpool. Calum 
has now joined Ware and made his debut in a 3-0 away win at Egham Town.  

Ben Hart: A wide midfielder who signed for Ware for the start of 2018/9. 
He has previous experience with Hoddesdon Town and three seasons at Har-
low Town. 

Dave Cowley:  The experienced midfielder made his debut in the 1-0 derby 
victory over Hertford on March 17th 2018.  His former clubs include AFC Sud-
bury, Grays Athletic, Harlow Town and Thurrock but he has also had experi-
ence in Spain and started out with West Ham United. 

Tom Bruno : Previous clubs: Waltham Abbey, Braintree Town, Concord 
Rangers, Cheshunt and Harlow Town.  

Tom is a midfielder who joins us from Cheshunt, making his debut from the 
bench in the 3-0 win at Egham on 26th January 2019. He is known for his fit-
ness and comes with the reputation of being willing to cover every blade of 
grass in his team's cause.  

Kardan Campbell: Central defensive midfielder who joined Ware from 
Hoddesdon Town, a strong player with a never say die attitude and gives 100% 
for the team. 

Harry Norman: Harry has joined us from Soham Town Rangers having 
spent a good part of his playing career in East Anglia. He numbers Histon, Big-
gleswade Town and St Neots Town as past clubs. 

Bradley Frasier: Centre back Bradley joined us from Hoddesdon Town but has 
represented Ware briefly in the past. He made four consecutive appearances in 
2012/3, scoring a goal in the 4-3 defeat to Maldon & Tiptree but is now a regu-
lar in the defensive line up. 
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Ware FC—Playing Squad 2018/2019  
Alber Donyinah Adu: Albert's first game for the club was as a substitute in 
the league cup game at Cheshunt on 14th January 2014. It was Albert who 
scored our goal in the 1-1 draw (we won the penalty shoot-out 9-8).  
Coincidentally his last game was also a 1-1 draw in which he scored our goal at 
Chatham in the league on January 10th 2015.  

Dave Cowley: The experienced midfielder made his debut in the 1-0 derby 
victory over Hertford on March 17th 2018. His former clubs include AFC Sud-
bury, Grays Athletic, Harlow Town and Thurrock but he has also had experience 
in Spain and started out with West Ham United.  

Jack Daveney: Having spent a large part of his footballing career with Wal-
tham Abbey, midfielder Jack has now joined Ware and is fast becoming recog-
nised as a key player by supporters. 

Gareth Madden: Gareth is the team/club Captain and made his first ap-
pearance for Ware from the subs bench in the 6-1 Herts Charity Cup defeat at 
Bishop's Stortford on 7th August 2013.  He went on to make 72 appearances in 
the next two seasons and scored 2 league goals.  He rejoined us from Waltham 
Forest and has now made over 100 appearances for Ware. 

Leigh Rose:  First played for Ware on the opening day of 2011 in a 3-1 de-
feat at Cheshunt.  After spells at other local clubs Leigh has returned to Ware 
and is now adding to his 33 earlier appearances. 

Louis Rose:  Brother to Leigh, Louis made his debut on the 14th August 
2012 in a 1-0 Charity Cup defeat at Potters Bar.  Louis made 32 appearances in 
his first spell with the Blues. 

Jordan Watson:  Joined Ware from Aveley though he had also played for 
local rivals Hertford Town. He is a striker who has already started to find the net 
for Ware. 

Charlie Grimme-Yexley:  Charlie originally joined us on loan from Dagen-
ham & Redbridge, making his debut in the 1-1 draw at Cray Wanderers on 14th 
December 2014.  After scoring an excellent winning goal in the home game 
against Thamesmead Town Charlie's season became blighted by injury and his 
five appearances in 2014/5 were a poor reflection of his value as a player.  After 
falling off our radar Charlie rejoined us at the turn of 2018  

Brandon Adams: Centre Forward: 21-year-old Brandon has joined Ware from 
Enfield Town for whom he made 17 premier division and cup appearances 
(including the league cup game against Ware) scoring 4 goals. Before this sea-
son he spent four years at QPR going on loan spells in Malaysia and with Lin-
field in Northern Ireland.  
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By Matt Badcock 

A GROUP of people each paying £49 to own a Non-League football club 
and make every decision? For now, you’ll have to file the majority of us 
under sceptical. 

Among the promises on the OWNAFC website, once the decision of 
which club to takeover has been voted on, subscribers can expect to: 
Make new signings, hire and fire staff, negotiate contracts, set admission 
prices, full financial control, select the squad, plan training sessions and 
make history. Owners will call the shots via an app on their mobile 
phones.  

The NLP understands Northern Premier League Premier Division club 
Hednesford Town – who are up for sale and debt free – are the target 
with OWNAFC founder Stuart Harvey having already attended games 
and met officials. 

In an interview with BBC Sport, Harvey explains his vision of allowing 
people to live out their dream of owning a football club and taking the 
game back to the people. 

“It replaces the boardroom nonsense we see at many clubs with the peo-
ple that matter,” he says.  

There’s nothing wrong with that and a glance across English football’s 
landscape shows there is a lot to be desired when it comes to some of the 
ownership of clubs in this county. 

The eagle-eyed will point out that an online community taking on a team 
is essentially an updated version of MyFootballClub, who took over 
Ebbsfleet United in 2008.“Again the promise was the chance to live out 
the real life version of Football Manager. Membership numbers topped 
27,000, initially it saved Fleet and there was an FA Trophy win at Wem-
bley.  
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But, with no vote on the actual picking of Liam Daish’s team – the big 
selling point – and perhaps the lack of a star name club, renewals dwin-
dled. Eventually the Kent club were running on empty, bargaining with 
clubs who had sell-on fees with players, like Stevenage with Michael 
Bostwick, to bring in quick revenue before they eventually dropped out 
of Non-League’s top flight in 2013 on the brink of non-existence before 
being taken over again. 

Harvey says it is, “… giving people a second club to grow to love – for 
the football fan who is out priced in the modern game.” 

If it is Hednesford, what about their fans? Suddenly the big decisions, 
all the decisions, are being decided by a majority vote by people who 
have probably never heard of the Pitmen, despite their illustrious Non-
League past.  How much they pay to watch their team, who signs, who 
doesn’t, and, potentially, who plays can be signed off at the click of a 
button by somebody on the other side of the world waiting in the queue 
at McDonalds for a burger. 

While those who follow football from the top, where anything outside of 
the Manchester Uniteds, Liverpools, Real Madrids and Barcelonas bare-
ly exists, Non-League football maybe does seem a bit inconsequential 
and somehow less important. 

But it matters. These clubs are part of people’s lives. Football at this lev-
el isn’t a joke. They may be fewer in numbers, but to supporters those 
three points on a Saturday mean just as much in the Evo-Stik Premier 
as they do in the Premier League. For players, what happens on and off 
the pitch can impact the rest of their career. It’s a responsibility that will 
hopefully be impressed on any owners should it go through. 

Running a football club through a mobile phone isn’t as straightforward 
as it sounds. There are rules and regulations to be adhered to and if it 
goes the same way as MyFC, what’s to hold the interest long-term. 

Any takeover will have to be passed off by the authorities and you’d 
hope robust questions are asked and business plans are poured over.  

A football club as a plaything will make many people uncomfortable. 
Maybe it will work and others will follow. As the headline on OWN-
AFC’s website asks, ‘Do you have what it takes to run a real football 
club?’ Time will certainly tell. 
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First Team Fixtures 2018/2019 

Date Result Opponent  Goalscorers 

11/08/2018 1-1 H—Hertford Town  Wilson 

18/08/2018 2-4 A—Chipstead Bitmead(3), Cottee 

21/08/2018 0-1 H– Hayes & Yeading  Utd  (LGE Cup)  

25/08/2018 4-1 A– Cray Valley (PM) (FA Cup Pr Rd)  Wilson 

27/08/2018 1-0 A—Hanwell Town   

01/09/2018 1-1 H—Cheshunt  Bitmead 

15/09/2018 2-3 A—Tooting & Mitcham Utd  Poley, Cottee, Webb 

22/09/2018 0-5 H—Bracknell Town   

25/09/2018 2-0 A—Molesey  Webb, Wilson  

29/09/2018 4-2 H—Heybridge Swifts (FAT XP Rd )  
Bitmead(2), Webb, 
Cottee 

02/10/2018 2-0 
H– Chessington & Hook (Com Cp 
Rd1) 

Lockhart– Adams 
Haile,                

06/10/2018 7-1 A—Hayes & Yeading Utd  Howard  

13/10/2018 0-0 H—Westfield (FAT Prem Rd)   

16/10/2018 2-3 A—Westfield (FAT Prem Rd Replay) 
Lockhart-Adams, 
Wilson   

20/10/2018 3-0 H—Westfield  
Lockhart-adams 
Bitmead (2),     

23/10/2018 0-0 A—Hanworth Villa  (Mdx Snr Cup) Lost on Pens  

27/10/2018 1-2 H—Lewes (FAT Q Rd 1) Baigent  

30/10/2018 4-1 H—Horley Town  ( Surrey Snr Cup 
Green, Decabo. 
Webb, Cottee 

03/11/2018 3-0 A—Northwood   

10/11/2018 2-1 H—Waltham Abbey  Beadle (2) 

13/11/2018 2-1 H—FC Romania  Bitmead, Webb  

17/11/2018 2-2 A—Ware  Brunton, Cottee 

20/11/2018 1-1 A—Camberley Town  Comb Cup R2 Kazi ( 1-3 Pens)  

24/11/2018 0-3 H—Marlow   

01/12/2018 0-5 A—Uxbridge  
Lockhart-Adams, Beadle 
Bitmead(2) , Baigent 
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First Team Fixtures 2018/2019 

Date Result Opponent  Goalscorers 

08/12/2018 2-5 A—South Park  
Bitmead(3) Cottee, 
Haile 

11/12/2018 1-4 H - Chipstead (Surrey Snr Cup R2) Haile 

15/12/2018 2-0 H—Chalfont St Peter  Cottee, Haile  

22/12/2018 1-4 H—Hanwell Town  Beadle  

29/12/2018 4-0 A—Bedfont Sports   

05/01/2019 2-1 H—Egham Town  Webb, Gockman 

08/01/2019 2-1 H—Southall (Mdx C Cup) Bitmead, Haile 

12/01/2019 1-0 A—Cheshunt   

19/01/2019 0-2 A—FC Romania  Cottee ( 2)  

26/01/2019 2-2 H—Hayes & Yeading Utd Bitmead (2) 

05/02/2019 2-3 H—Molesey  
Haile, Lockhart-
Adams 

09/02/2019 0-1 A—Hertford Town  Cottee 

16/02/2019 0-0 H– Chipstead   

23/02/2019 2-1 H– Northwood  Cottee, Gockman 

26/02/2019 2-1 A– Westfield  Beadle 

02/03/2019 2-1 A– Waltham Abbey  Webb  

09/03/2019  H—Ware   

12/03/2019  H—Hanworth Villa  MCC Q/F  

16/03/2019  A– Marlow   

19/03/2019  A—Abbey Ranger SCC  Q/F  

23/03/2019  H– Uxbridge   

30/03/2019  H– South Park   

06/04/2019  A– Chalfont St Peter   

13/04/2019  H– Tooting & Mitcham Utd   

20/04/2019  A—Egham Town   

22/04/2019  H– Bedfont Sports   

27/04/2019  A—Bracknell Town   
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ASHFORD TOWN (MIDDLESEX) 
SPONSORSHIP OPTIONS 

         

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP (£60 + VAT) 

Complementary Match Ticket to game of your Choice   

Company listing on the website 

Photo of you and the Player 

         

MATCHDAY SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE 1 (£150 + VAT) 

Four Matchday Tickets 

Company Logo on Programme cover 

Company listing on the website 

Reserved seating in clubhouse Bar 

Complimentary refreshments 

         

MATCHDAY SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE 2 (£200 + VAT) 

Four Matchday Tickets 

Company Logo on Programme cover 

Company listing on the website 

Reserved seating in clubhouse Bar 

Complimentary refreshments 

Junior Mascots for the day 

         

MATCHBALL SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE 1 (£50 + VAT) 

One Matchday Ticket 

Company Logo on Programme cover 

Company listing on the website 

         

MATCHBALL SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE 2 (£75 + VAT) 

One Matchday Ticket 

Company Logo on Programme cover 

Company listing on the website 

Junior Mascot for the day 
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Ashford Town (Middlesex) FC Player Sponsorship 

Player Sponsor 

Adam Baigent   

Tom Brunton Eddie Hutchinson  

Mark Bitmead John Gully 

Brannon Daly   

Russell Canderton  Lynne Morgan  

Jack Beadle   Paul Blair  

Leo Decabo   

Thomas Dilloway   

Joe Green  

Nebay Haile   

Tom Howard   

Samad Kazi  Dan Butler  

Kofi Lockhart-Adams   

Steven Loveridge   

Elliot Pooley   

Tyler Tobin  Graham Felce 

Max Webb  Simon Gibson  

Scott Weight Nick Bailey  

Ben Murray Bob Lewis  

Mark Green Bob Lewis  
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As one of the leading building materials 
suppliers serving throughout Lon-
don, here at Hitchcock and King Ltd 
delivering excellent customer service 
are at the forefront of every part of our 
business. To achieve this, we are dedi-
cated to providing: 

 Stock availability 

 Quality product at competitive prices 

 Fast Delivery  
 
With over 40 years’ experience in the industry, we have developed an extensive 
product and pricing knowledge to supply you with the necessary building materials re-
quired for the job. Our comprehensive range of supplies includes: 

 Plasterboard, Plaster and Beads  

 Timber, MDF & Sheet Materials 

 Fencing & Decking 

 Electrical    

No matter the building project scale, we have access to thousands of items so you can 
rest assured knowing that we are able to supply you with whatever you need. Further-
more, our close relationships with top suppliers means we are still able to source an item 
that you need even if we do not stock it ourselves. 

Our large fleet of over twenty vehicles means we have the capacity to transport your ma-
terials directly to your door quickly and efficiently, with the aim of same/next day delivery 
if the order is placed that morning. Our advanced tracking technology allows us to track 
the progress of our lorries, so we can let you know the exact location of your items. 

Whether you require a free quote or would like to make a quick and easy order, don’t 
hesitate to get in touch with our friendly team of experts today – we are always happy to 
help with any enquiry. 

Official First Team Sponsor for the Season 2018/2019 

Ashford 
01784 892 716 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thefa.com%2F~%2Fmedia%2Fimages%2Fsite%2520admin%2Fheader%2520logos%2Femiratesfacup_horizontal1.ashx&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thefa.com%2Fthefacup&docid=PA7XrJN8XTok5M&tbnid=cvujrf02uQ-UbM%3A&w=198
http://www.hitchcockandking.co.uk/plasterboard-plaster-beads/
http://www.hitchcockandking.co.uk/timber-mdf-sheet-materials/
http://www.hitchcockandking.co.uk/fencing-decking/
http://www.hitchcockandking.co.uk/electrical/
http://www.hitchcockandking.co.uk/contact/
http://www.hitchcockandking.co.uk/branches/ashford/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hitchcockandking.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2014%2F01%2Fashford-400x200.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hitchcockandking.co.uk%2Fbranches%2Fashford%2F&docid=6HVVbRjasHgUuM&tbnid=bRRdDV8_PUxTaM%3A
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Ashford Town Middlesex 
Brief History 
Until recently, it was assumed that Ashford Town 
Football Club was formed in 1964.  However, new 
research has indicated the club was formed in 1958 
as Ashford Albion and first competed in the Houns-
low & District League.  Albion won two consecutive 
promotions to reach the Premier Division of the 
Hounslow League and were still competing at this 
level when the club changed its name to Ashford Town in 1964.  It was at this 
time that the club adopted its distinctive Tangerine & White colours.  The club 
endured a difficult first campaign as the Town club and withdrew from the Prem-
ier Division, assuming the Reserve Team's place in Division Two. 
Having rebuilt the club with a very young team, Ashford Town rapidly advanced 
through the various divisions of that League, absorbing Staines Youth Club FC. 
on the way.  Several individuals from that era have remained with the Club and 
now form the backbone of the Committee, including the Vice-Chairman and Sec-
retary. 
The Club were elected to the Surrey Intermediate League (Western) in 1967 and 
were promoted at the end of their first season.  The Ash Trees were League Cup 
finalists in 1970-71 and League runners-up in 1972-73.  In 1974-75, Ashford 
enjoyed their best season under the managership of ex-Fulham player Frank 
Reid, winning the League by three points from perennial contenders Merrow. 
Although the championship eluded the Club in following seasons, it usually fin-
ished in the top four and prior to season 1982-83 an invitation was extended by 
Surrey County FA. to become founder members of the Surrey County Premier 
League.  The invitation was readily accepted and Ashford played their first 
match in the new league on 4 September 1982, drawing 0-0 away to Farleigh 
Rovers. 
Almost from its foundation, the Club had aspirations to acquire its own ground 
and after one or two disappointments, this was achieved in August 1985, when a 
long lease was signed with Spelthorne Borough Council, enabling the Club to 
move to its present home at Short Lane, Stanwell.  From what was nothing more 
than a field, the facilities were quickly developed, with the first match at Short 
Lane taking place in February 1986, following two postponements for snow. 
The Club now possesses a modern clubhouse and bar, kitchen facilities and 
boardroom. Floodlights were erected in September 1995, whilst the pitch is 
railed all round and partly walled, with standing covered accommodation, plus a 
purpose built 150-seater stand, built in 1998 (pictured).  An additional 100 seats 
were installed on the opposite side of the ground to this stand in 2006, after the 
club won promotion to the Isthmian League Premier Division. 
For both geographical and historical reasons, Ashford affiliate to both Middlesex 
and Surrey F.As and in 1989-90, their last season as an Intermediate Club, they 
reached the final of both Counties Premier Cup competitions, beating Farnham 
Town in the Surrey version but losing to Willesden Hawkeye in the Middlesex 
final.  Runners-up spot in the League was also secured and with it the opportuni-
ty to enter senior football, as members of the Combined Counties League, sen-
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ior status having been granted in May 1990.  It was at this point that the club 
changed its name to Ashford Town (Middlesex) FC, to avoid confusion with the 
Kent club of the same name. 
During its ten year membership of the Combined Counties League, the Club 
never finished below sixth place, and after finishing 3rd and 2nd in seasons 
1992-93 and 93-94, it went on to win the League Championship for four succes-
sive seasons.  It was a relative disappointment to only come 4th in 1998-99, 
even though the Club won the League Cup but a 5th championship in just six 
seasons was secured in 99-00, along with the Middlesex Charity Cup, the first 
ever senior county cup honour.  With the ground up to the required standard, 
Ashford took their place in the Isthmian League for season 2000-2001 and by 
finishing in 3rd place, secured promotion to Division 2 at the first attempt. 
The first season in Division Two did not the Club making sufficient progress and 
after a series of indifferent results, long serving manager Dave Kent left the Club 
on 28 March.  His replacement was Nathan Wharf, an ex long serving player, 
who stepped up from Reserve Team management. 
Further major improvements were made to the ground to enable the Club to be 
granted a B-grade and to take its place in the newly regionalised Division One of 
the Ryman League.  A poor start saw the Club in the bottom echelons of the 
table but a number of new signings saw a significant improvement and a 17

th
 

place finish, which was an excellent performance after winning just one of the 
opening 16 league matches. 
Further progress was made in 2003-04 as the Club finished 12

th
 in Div 1 

South.   In the close season prior to 2004-05, the pitch has been completely re-
laid to include both irrigation and drainage systems, at a cost of around £50,000, 
mostly financed by the Football Stadia Improvement Fund.  Further medium 
term plans include new changing accommodation adjacent to the pitch, which 
will allow enlargement of the present clubhouse, and a hard surface floodlit train-
ing area. 
The Club embarked upon new adventures in season 2004-05 in the Southern 
League for the first time, having been transferred over as a result of the FA Re-
structure.  The 4

th
 Qualifying Round of the FA Cup was reached for the first time 

and Mark Butler, renowned goal scorer in his day with Aldershot Town, Staines 
Town etc, was promoted from Assistant Manager to Manager following the resig-
nation of Nathan Wharf in December 2004.  The play-offs were reached but re-
sulted in a narrow defeat at Evesham United after extra time.  
In 2005-06, Ashford went one better, finishing second in Division One West of 
the Southern League, to secure promotion to Step 3.  This brought about a re-
turn to the Isthmian League for season 2006-07 and saw Ashford competing at 
their highest ever level.  The season brought consolidation with the added bonus 
of reaching and winning the Westview (League) Cup Final when Ashford tri-
umphed 4-1 over Dover Athletic at Bromley.  The Reserves also lifted a trophy, 
securing the Middlesex Premier Cup.   
Ashford built on this success, rallying from the foot of the table in November 
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2007 to narrowly miss a place in the promotion play-offs at 
the end of the 2007-08 season, a campaign which saw all of 
the club's senior sides challenge for honours.  The senior 
side reached the Final of the Southern Combination Cup, the 
Reserves reached the Finals of both the Middlesex Premier 
and Surrey Premier Cups, while the Under 18s, led by club 
stalwart, Mick Snowden were champions of the Southern 
Youth League. 
The 2008-09 season saw Ashford begin the campaign in electrifying form, win-
ning their opening six matches to top the table.  Mark Butler's side followed this 
up with a fantastic FA Cup run which saw them come agonisingly close to elimi-
nating Forest Green Rovers in the Fourth Qualifying Round at Short Lane.  Rov-
ers won the replay and went on to run Derby County close in the Third 
Round.  Ashford endured a difficult winter, which saw them flirt with relegation, 
before a late resurgence saw the side safely into mid-table.  The cup competi-
tions added much adventure to the season, as Ashford followed up their exploits 
in the FA Cup with runs to the semi-finals of both the Middlesex Senior and Isth-
mian League Cups and end their campaign by defeating Conference Premier 
outfit Woking 3-2 at Metropolitan Police to win the Surrey Senior Cup. 
The 2009-10 season saw Ashford make a reasonable start to the campaign, but 
the Ash Trees were shocked when manager Mark Butler tendered his resigna-
tion on Friday 23rd October, in order to take up the Manager's role at Margate 
FC, who were struggling at the foot of the table.  Ashford appointed former 
Leicester City and Bradford City midfielder Jamie Lawrence as his replacement, 
and the Jamaican international immediately led his new charges on a twelve-
match unbeaten run.  However, issues off the pitch were causing problems for 
the club and a number of players, including leading goal scorer Byron Harrison 
left for Carshalton Athletic, where Mark Butler had accepted a coaching role af-
ter leaving Margate, where he had been in charge for just three months.  Ash-
ford found scoring a problem after Harrison left and a dreadful run of form saw 
them go from the fringe of the play-off zone to battling relegation.  Ashford went 
into their final match knowing a win would almost guarantee survival, while a 
draw would see them finish fourth from bottom - technically a relegation place, 
but certain to receive a reprieve owing to the demise of various other 
clubs.  Sadly, a heavy defeat for Ashford, coupled with wins for Carshalton and 
Margate saw the latter two clubs survive - Margate receiving the reprieve for fin-
ishing fourth from bottom. 
During the summer of 2010, the club were initially placed in the Central Division 
of the Southern League but were then offered the chance to remain at Step 
Three of the non-league pyramid.  However, as this offer was as a direct re-
placement for defunct Southern League side Merthyr Tydfil, the decision was 
made that the vast increase in travelling would be too great a burden for the club 
and the club elected to remain in the Central Division.  During this time, Bob Par-
ker stepped down from his role as Chairman after twenty-eight years in the 
role.  The club's home ground was renamed the Robert Parker Stadium in hon-
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our of Bob, who remains at the club as President.   
The club entered a new era in the Central Division of the 
Southern League with Jamie Lawrence at the helm and with 
a mixture of established local players and new faces but the 
season was a challenging one.  The club played some spar-
kling football at times and enjoyed an exciting run in the FA 
Trophy, reaching the Last 32 in the competition before losing at home to Dart-
ford.  However, League form was patchy and the club finished 16

th
.  One bright 

spark was the club winning the Southern Combination Cup, defeating Hanworth 
Villa 1-0 in the Final. 
Jamie Lawrence resigned as Manager in June 2011 and the club immediately 
appointed his assistant, Paul Burgess, to take the helm after more than 21 years 
at the club, including 683 First Team appearances. Despite having little time to 
do it and few resources at his disposal, "Burgo" assembled a young and exciting 
team.  Although any hopes of a tilt at the promotion play-offs were dashed by a 
dreadful run where the club failed to win at home for four months, Ashford fin-
ished the season strongly, winning two Cup Finals in 48 hours.  In the Middlesex 
Charity Cup Final, the Ash Trees were 3-0 down to Northwood after 48 minutes 
before substitute Kofi Lockhart-Adams scored four times to put his team ahead.  
the game finished 4-4, with Ashford winning the penalty shoot-out 4-2. 
Two days later, Ashford defeated Badshot Lea 3-1 to add the Aldershot Senior 
Cup to the cabinet, aided by a fine performance from Paul McCarthy, who had 
saved two penalties in the first Final.  A memorable season was capped by the 
club being named winners of the Southern League Fair Play Award. 
 

In recent times Ashford now managed by Ben Murray and ably assisted by Mark 

Green have been renowned for playing attractive football firstly in the Combined 

Counties and after the team gained promotion in the Southern League. The re-

turn of the side into the Combined Counties was a result of being relegated in 

the 2013-14 season from the Southern League. That season despite a late run 

of good results after the team was invigorated by the appointment of Ben Murray 

the team just fell short in trying to stay up. 

In the 2014/15 season the team had a fantastic start to the campaign winning 

ten League games in succession after losing the first game at home to Cove. 

Despite that Ashford lost out to Molesey for the title and finished third as Cam-

berley Town took second place. The exciting brand of football made Ashford 

very pleasing on the eye to watch but the doggedness of the Molesey side saw 

them deserved Champions. Mark Bitmead and Dan Fleming were top scorers in 

the season as the emergence of this young team promised good times ahead. A 

notable victory was a 3-0 at Woking in the Surrey Senior Cup where Tyler Tobin 

was unbeatable on the night. 

 

Ashford Town Middlesex 



For all the latest club news, visit our website at www.ashfordtownmiddlesexfc.com 

 . 26 

In the 2015/16 season Ashford again started the season excellently and were 

amongst the front runners but found the red hot form of the excellent Hartley 

Wintney too much to take the title but due to the Champions ground grading not 

being of step 4 standard Ashford took the promotion place on offer to the run-

ners up. This was achieved on the last game of the season as rivals Camberley 

Town went down 3-2 at champions Hartley Wintney. Mark Bitmead scored an 

impressive 42 goals in the season with Dan Fleming scoring 25 goals.  

Back in the Southern League Ashford started brightly in the 2016/17 season oc-

cupying one of the play off places in October before a dip in form in the winter 

period cost Ashford and the team slid down to mid table. A strong ending to the 

season culminated in Ashford finishing in 9th place. The side also won the Mid-

dlesex Senior Cup Final played at Hanwell Town by beating Conference South 

side Wealdstone by two goals to one. Alex Fisher and Dan Fleming were the 

scorers on the evening. Russell Canderton was outstanding on the evening 

making one miraculous clearance off the line. Samad Kazi caught the eye as the 

supporters player of the season. 

The current season saw Ashford win three rounds of the FA Cup before losing 
out to Leatherhead in the 3rd Qualifying Round. Unfortunately serious injuries to 
Joe Green and Mark Bitmead saw Ashford fall out the play off places again. 
Mark had started tremendously well in the season scoring 11 goals in the first 11 

games. A poor run in the winter months saw Ashford hover in midtable but once 
again the side has returned to form and have currently have only lost one out of 
the last nine games. The return of Mitchal Gough has been instrumental in the 
recent good run. Alex Fisher, James Cottee, Max Webb & Jack Beadle have 
been impressive throughout the season.  
 
And so to the New Season, 208/2019 looks set to be one of Transition for the 
club, with the sad loss of our Chairman Dave Baker during the close season the 
position of Chairman has been split into a  joint role between Alan Constable & 
Nick Bailey both of whom are keen to continue the development of the club and 
its ever-growing Tangerine brand, on the playing front there too have been some 
changes with a number of the previous incumbents moving on during the close 
season to a higher level within the Non-League Pyramid we wish them all the 
well and thank them for there efforts whilst in the Tangerine colours, and now 
allows for the next chapter to be written and some new faces to entertain the 
tangerine faithful. 
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Why not enjoy a free cup of tea or coffee !! 
Just present this voucher 

at the snack bar for your free  

Cup of tea or coffee 

Only 1 voucher per person 

 

Only valid on Saturday 09th March 2019 

Cannot be redeemed for anything else.  No cash value 
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Position Team P W D L F A GD PTS 

1 Hayes & Yeading United 29 23 4 2 109 26 +83 73 

2 Bracknell Town 28 17 8 3 81 37 +44 59 

3 Marlow 28 16 7 5 49 22 +27 55 

4 Cheshunt 29 15 8 6 55 37 +18 53 

5 Westfield 29 16 5 8 57 41 +16 53 

6 Tooting & Mitcham United 28 13 8 7 51 40 +11 47 

7 Waltham Abbey 29 15 1 13 46 45 +1 46 

8 Ware 29 12 9 8 65 44 +21 45 

9 Ashford Town (Middx) 29 13 5 11 47 51 -4 44 

10 Northwood 29 12 6 11 54 54 0 42 

11 Chipstead 29 12 4 13 49 53 -4 40 

12 Hanwell Town 29 10 9 10 57 59 -2 39 

13 Bedfont Sports 29 10 6 13 57 61 -4 36 

14 Chalfont St Peter 29 7 11 11 38 45 -7 32 

15 Uxbridge 29 9 5 15 40 61 -21 32 

16 FC Romania 29 8 3 18 35 72 -37 27 

17 Hertford Town 29 5 9 15 41 63 -22 24 

18 South Park 29 6 4 19 35 70 -35 22 

19 Molesey 27 5 6 16 24 55 -31 21 

20 Egham Town 28 2 4 22 18 72 -54 10 

https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/hayes-and-yeading-united
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/bracknell-town
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/marlow
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/cheshunt
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/westfield
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/tooting-and-mitcham-united
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/waltham-abbey
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/ware
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/ashford-town-middx
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/northwood
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/chipstead
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/hanwell-town
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/bedfont-sports
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/chalfont-st-peter
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/uxbridge
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/fc-romania
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/hertford-town
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/south-park
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/molesey
https://www.footballwebpages.co.uk/egham-town
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbleakhillrovers.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F02%2FFARespectLogo.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbleakhillrovers.com%2Funcategorized%2Ffa-respect-programme%2F&docid=4VN9njZSN6KcPM&tbnid=4_IHmTtwQdufwM%
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1958-59 Hounslow & District League Division Two Runners-Up (promoted) 

1959-60 Hounslow & District League Division One Runners-Up (promoted) 

1965-66 Promoted from Hounslow & District League Division Two (3rd place) 

1966-67 Hounslow & District League Division One Runners-Up (promoted) 

1970-71 Surrey Intermediate League (Western) League Cup Finalists 

1974-75 Surrey Intermediate League (Western) Champions 

1989-90 

Surrey Premier Cup Winners 

Middlesex Premier Cup Finalists 

Surrey Premier League Runners-Up (promoted to Combined Counties League) 

1991-92 Dan-Air Class Elite Cup Finalists 

1992-93 Parasol Challenge Cup Finalists 

1993-94 

Parasol Challenge Cup Finalists 

Parasol Challenge Vase Finalists 

Combined Counties League Runners Up 

1994-95 Combined Counties League Champions 

1995-96 
Combined Counties League Champions 

Southern Combination Cup Winners 

1996-97 
Combined Counties League Champions 

Southern Youth League Champions 

1997-98 Combined Counties League Champions 

1998-99 Worldwide Carpets Premier Cup Winners 

1999-2000 
Combined Counties League Champions 

Middlesex Charity Cup Winners 

2000-01 Promoted from Isthmian League Division Three (3rd place) 

2001-02 
Southern Combination Cup Finalists 

Lord of Ashford in Middlesex Charity Bowl Joint Winners 

2002-03 Aldershot Senior Cup Winners 

2003-04 Aldershot Senior Cup Finalists 

2004-05 Middlesex Premier Cup Finalists 

2005-06 
Southern League – Div One West Runners-up.   

Promoted to Ryman League – Premier Division 

2006-07 
Isthmian League Cup Winners 

Middlesex Premier Cup Winners 

2007-08 

Southern Combination Cup Finalists 

Finalists Middlesex Premier Cup 

Finalists Surrey Premier Cup 

Champions Southern Youth League 

2008-09 

Surrey Senior Cup Winners 

Lord of Ashford in Middlesex Charity Bowl Winners  

Southern Youth League West Division Champions and League Runners-Up 

2009-10 
Jim Richardson Memorial Trophy Winners 

Suburban League Cup Finalists 

2010-11 
Jim Richardson Memorial Trophy Winners 

Southern Combination Cup Winners 

2011-12 

Middlesex Charity Cup Winners                                                                                     

Evo-Stik Southern League Fair Play Trophy Winners                                                   

Aldershot Invitation Cup Winners                                                                                    

Jim Richardson Memorial Trophy Winners  

2012-13 Middlesex Senior Cup Finalist 

2013-14 Lord of Ashford in Middlesex Charity Bowl Winners  

2015-16 Promoted to Evo-Southern Central Division One 

2016-17 Middlesex Charity Cup Winners 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbleakhillrovers.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F02%2FFARespectLogo.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbleakhillrovers.com%2Funcategorized%2Ffa-respect-programme%2F&docid=4VN9njZSN6KcPM&tbnid=4_IHmTtwQdufwM%


Today’s Match Officials: 

Referee: RYAN HEAD  

Assistants: Peter GEORGIOU 
   Tolga INANC 

   

TODAY’S SQUADS  
09th March 2019 

Bostik South Central Division  

Ashford Town (Middlesex) V Northwood FC 

Tangerine & White Colours Royal Blue  

Tyler TOBIN  © 1 Calum KITSCHA 

Steven LOVERIDGE 2 
Charlie GRIMMES-
YEXLEY 

Tom DILLOWAY 3 Harry NORMAN 

Adam BAIGENT 4 Willaims DANQUAH 

Elliot POLEY  5 Tom BRUNO 

Scott WEIGHT 6 Loui ROSE 

Jack BEADLE 7 Gareth MADDEN © 

Max WEBB 8 Ben HART 

Kofi LOCKHART-ADAMS 9 Leigh ROSE 

Tom BRUNTON  10 Brandon ADAMS` 

James COTTEE 11 Albert ADU 

Joe GREEN 12 Dave COWLEY 

Leo DECABO 14 Jordon WATSON 

Russell CANDERTON 15 Jack DAVENY 

Nebay HAILE 16 Bradley FRASIER 

Samad KAZI 17 Tommy WADE 

Tom HOWARD 18 Frazer JOHN 

Gurkan GOCKMAN 19  

Ben MURRAY MANAGER Paul HALSEY  

Mark  GREEN  ASSISTANT Michael BARDLE 

Russell CANDERTON COACH  

Steve HONEY  COACH   

Martin O’CONNELL PHYSIO   


