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CLUB PARTNERS

If you would like to become a club partner please contact our
commercial team: commercial@ashfordtownmx.com
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RPS
Welcome to the

Alan Constable

Good afternoon everyone and thank you for attending this afternoon’s match.

We extend a special welcome to everyone associated with Tilbury FC, who are our visitors for this
afternoon’s 1st Round Qualifying match in the Emirates FA Cup. It is a long time since our two clubs
played each other as it is necessary to go back to the 2001-2002 season, which was the only occasion
in which we have found ourselves in the same division of the same league. Honours were even in that
season with Tilbury recording a 2-1 victory here at Short Lane, our goal being a Tony Nolan penalty,
whilst at Tilbury we came out on top by 2 goals to nil, once again with a penalty from Tony Nolan and a
rare goal from Jimmy Hibburt. There have been no other matches.

We were one of 21 “unlucky” (or maybe “lucky”) Step 4 clubs required to play in the Extra-Preliminary
Round this season and a close affair saw us eventually overcoming Southern Combination side AFC
Uckfield by 2 goals to 1, to set up a home tie against Knaphill in the Preliminary Round.

Knaphill, previously managed of course by Luke Tuffs, put up a huge fight and certainly earned our
respect, drawing here one apiece, which was unarguably a fair result. The replay on the Tuesday
evening saw us a single goal ahead until the 5th minute of added on time, only for Knaphill to equalise at
the death, They had the initiative at that point but they didn’t have Dan Brown who put us in front again
just a minute into extra time. Knaphill fought to the end but we looked reasonably comfortable over the
remainder of the extra time period, and duly made it into the 1st Qualifying Round today.

Our visitors had no such trouble: they made the trip to CCL side North Greenford a fortnight ago and
rather hammered them by seven goals to nil, being 5-0 up at the break. On the other side of the coin,
Tilbury have lost their opening two league matches in the Isthmian North Division, both by a 0-1 score
line, firstly at home to Brentwood and then away to Witham Town.

Our visitors have a long FA Cup history but their best ever season came back in 1977-78, when they
went as far as the 3rd Round Proper, eventually losing to Stoke City 0-4. That must have been so
exciting. We cannot compare with that but we have reached the 4th Qualifying Round twice, losing to
Hayes and then Forest Green Rovers after a replay.

Last season, Tilbury lost at the first attempt, on penalties against Aylesbury United, whilst we suffered
an equally ignominious defeat at the first hurdle, our conquerors being our tenants, Southall by two
goals to one.

Although it is FA Cup day, mention must be made of our 5-0 win at Staines Town on Bank Holiday
Monday. Maybe we need to play three matches in six days more often as it was like watching a
different side. Some of the goals we scored had real quality, and more importantly, there was an
impressive determination about us, possibly fuelled by the fact that we were unfairly denied a goal
against Bedfont Sports on the Saturday, when the ball clearly crossed the line but was not given on the
less than eagle eye of the assistant concerned.

Finally, if the scores are level today after 90 minutes, there will be a reply at Tilbury on Tuesday
evening.
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EVERY GOAL
EVERY CELEBRATION
EVERY MOMENT
EVERY TEAM

FREE
FOLLOW THE ACTION LIVE ON www.faplayer.tv
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REPORT IT.
KICK IT OUT   OF FOOTBALL.
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From the
Dugout
Good afternoon and welcome to the players, officials
and supporters of Tilbury FC.

Well it’s FA Cup day again today and we both finds
ourselves just 4 wins from the Non league dream of the
1st round proper!

After two banana skins against well organised, dogged
and determined step 5 sides who took us all the way,
it’s now our turn to be the underdogs.

Tilbury may not have had the start the league season
they would have wanted, but I know they’ll be looking to
put that right today and more than have the capabilities
to do so.

They have a fantastic management team in Marc
Harrison and Liam Wallace and preside over a side
filled with players that were plying their trade in the
National League as recently as last season. They are
to put it in our terms - the Bracknell of their league.

We of course have ideas of our own, and although we
may not be able to match their pedigree and their
resources we can certainly match anyone in work rate
and togetherness. As we all know, cup games can
more than throw up a few surprises.

As for us, we too have had a difficult start to the year.
Paul McCarthy, so important to us, underwent an
emergency operation last week and is out for at least a
month. He is recovering well and I know you’ll all join
me in wishing him a speedy recovery! Paul will no
doubt with us today, and I’m sure he would appreciate
a drink (is he allowed to drink yet??)

We have to wish a huge thank you to young Shay
Honey who at just 17 years old stepped into the sticks
for us on Saturday and was superb. He made 3 class
saves belying his age and no doubt has a good future if
he keeps his feet on the floor (I’m sure his dad will see
that that aha).

From Monday we added Craig Bradshaw to our ranks
to cover Paul McCarthy. He immediately made an
impression by cutting the sleeves off the number 1
jersey pre match before going on to help us to a 5-0
win against local rivals Staines.

The boys were superb and clicked for I felt the first time
this season. Balance is everything though and at 1-0, if
not for Bradders, some good defending and a slice of

luck, it could have been 1-1 and a different game all
together.

Credit to the boys though, they got the 2nd and from
there we settled down and played some of the best
stuff we’ve seen all season. George Spires, Perry
Coles and their full back with 3 crackers (sorry Cam).

It was also nice to give a start to young Angelo
Theophelou, a product of Millwall’s academy. Angelo
grew into the game and if you see what I see you’ll be
as excited as me to see more of him over the coming
season.

The banners behind our goal we proudly installed have
fallen down quicker than Arsenal’s promotion hopes.
They make the place look amazing so anybody with
any ideas to how we can safely keep them up there -
please let Graham or Nick know.

Anyways - enough words. Hope you all enjoy the game
today, and see you in the bar after!

Tuffs

Luke Tuffs
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Recent Action

Staines Town 0 - 5 Ashford
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vs Staines Town
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Today’s
Opponents
Tilbury FC
Tilbury F.C. now have concrete proof that they were
formed in 1889, and competed in the Gravesend
League from 1889/1890. With the Docks being the only
employer of any size in the area, all the Players and
Officials of the Club were Dockers, hence the adoption
of the nickname, “The Dockers”, which still stands
today.
The aim of the Club was to gain success at Junior level
via the Essex Junior Cup, and thereby to eventually
bring Senior Level Football to the Town. Tilbury soon
made a name at the Junior level, with successive
League championships, and an appearance in the Final
of the Junior Cup in 1903/04, where they were defeated
after a replay by Chelmsford Arc Works. It was to be
another 5 years before they reached the Final again, in
1908/09, but this time they carried off the Trophy by
defeating the County’s oldest club, Saffron Walden
Town.
However, at this stage, support for the club was poor.
Only a couple of miles down the road, Grays Athletic
were now playing in Senior ranks, and Grays Thurrock
United were playing Professionally in the Southern
League. Most local fans were going to these clubs, and
finances for Tilbury were very tight. At the end of the
1910/11 season, the club also lost it’s home ground,
and the Committee decided that the club should take a
break from playing while it sought a new home base.
The intended short break stretched to three seasons,
and was then further extended by the outbreak of the
First World War, in 1914. As a result, it was not until
1919/20 that Tilbury were able to resume, this time in
the South Essex League. They became Champions of
that League in 1921/22, and were again a force in the
County Junior ranks. The big push for advancement
into Senior ranks came in 1924/25. The Title was again
captured, and so was the Essex Junior Cup. As a
result, in the following season, Tilbury were invited to
enter the Essex Senior Cup instead, which they
accepted, as they realised that some good results
would really aid their cause.
In 1926/27, Tilbury reached the 3rd Round of the Cup,
the first Junior side to do so, and also became the first
Junior club to knock a Senior club out of the Cup, when
they played superbly to defeat the mighty Walthamstow
Avenue 3-2. During the Summer, they were granted
Senior status by the Essex F.A.

Disaster almost struck however. Application was made
to several Leagues but, one by one, they were all
rejected, and it looked as though Tilbury were doomed.
At the very last moment, the Kent League stepped in
and offered them a place, which was eagerly accepted.
With Tilbury remaining as one of only 5 Amateur clubs
in a Professional competition, it was no surprise that
they found it tough going on the field of play.
Off the field, however, the 4 seasons spent in the Kent
League were a success. Tilbury enjoyed their time in
the League and made many friends and contacts. It
was an off-field matter, though, that led to them
eventually leaving the competition. The League had
expanded in size greatly since Tilbury joined, and
added to the difficulty of continually crossing the
Thames was the end of season fixture congestion.
This meant a great many midweek matches and, with
no Floodlights in those days, those games had to kick
off at 4.30pm, and Tilbury nearly always had to field
weakened teams due to players’ work commitments. At
the end of the 1930/31 season, the Committee very
reluctantly took the decision that the club would have to
move on. They made an application to join the London
League, one of those that had rejected them 4 years
earlier, and this time were accepted.

Tilbury stayed in the London League until 1939, when
the outbreak of the Second World War led to the
disbandment of most Senior Leagues. During that spell,
they were twice 4th in the table, and once reached the
League Cup Final, but were mostly to be found in the
bottom half of the League Table. In September 1939, all
Football was forced to return to a more local basis, due
to Travel restrictions and Fuel rationing. Along with 9
other local clubs, Tilbury formed the War Time South
Essex Combination.
They completed the 1939/40 season in this League, but
at the end of that campaign were forced to disband for
the duration, when their ground was commandeered by
the Army, as a site for the Anti-Aircraft Guns brought in
to protect the Docks.
Tilbury resumed in the London League in 1946/47, and
then on a new home ground, the present Chadfields in
1947/48, and embarked upon a four season spell of
much success and National recognition. They reached
2 successive Essex Senior Cup Finals, were 3 times

Club History
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League Runners Up, and were desperately unlucky to
be knocked out of the F.A. Amateur Cup at the Quarter
Final stage, when reduced to 9 fit men through injury.
The proudest moment, though, came in the F.A. Cup. In
1949/50, Tilbury fought their way through to the 1st
Round Proper, eventually going down 0-4 away to a
Notts County side led by the legendary England centre
forward Tommy Lawton. In the previous round replay, at
home to Gorleston, a crowd of 5,500 had packed into
St. Chad’s Road, and that is still the official Ground
Record. The proceeds from this Cup run were used, a
few years later, to buy the Freehold to the 13 acre site
that the Ground stands on.
In 1950/51 Tilbury moved into the Corinthian League.
Apart from one League Cup Final, this was to be a
barren 7 year spell, and at the end of that time they
returned to the London League. The move into the
Corinthian ranks had coincided with the gradual break
up of the successful but ageing post-War side. The
move back to the London League now coincided with
the coming together of an extremely talented bunch of
local young players, that brought great success in the
coming seasons.

In 1957/58, Tilbury finished 3rd in the London League,
but in each of the next 4 campaigns were the
undisputed Champions. On 3 occasions they also
captured the League Cup. Also, in 1960/61, the Essex
Senior Cup was won for the first time, when
Walthamstow Avenue were beaten 4-1 (aet) in the
Final, just 3 weeks after tby winning thehey had won
the Amateur Cup at Wembley.
1962/63 saw Tilbury move into the Delphian League.
This was to be the Winter of the “Big Freeze”, which
almost totally disrupted all Sport throughout the
Country for a period of almost 3 months. This was to
coincide with that League’s last ever season. In
1963/64, that League joined the expanded Athenian
League set up, becoming the bottom Division of a 3
Division set up. The Athenian League being the
Premier Division, the Corinthian League being Division
One and the Delphian, Division Two.
Tilbury were inaugural Champions of Division Two, also
winning the Essex Senior Cup again. 5 seasons later,
they completed the climb to the Premier Division, by
winning the Division One championship. 5 seasons
were spent in the Athenian Premier Division before, in
1973/74, they joined the newly formed Isthmian League
Division Two, which was later re-named Division One.
In 1974/75, they became the first ever winners of the
Isthmian League Cup, and 12 months later were the
Division One Champions. 5th place in their first Premier
Division season was the best Tilbury could achieve in
their 5 season stay, before being relegated back to
Division One.
However, during that spell, in 1977/78, Tilbury enjoyed
a remarkable run in the F.A. Cup, as they started in the
Preliminary Round and fought their way right through to
the 3rd Round Proper, before going down 0-4 away to
Stoke City. The storm clouds were already forming
though, and just 2 seasons later relegation followed,
amid a financial crisis so severe that the Club almost
died.

Since then, Tilbury have found things tough. They have
suffered relegation on several occasions, but have
mostly bounced back fairly quickly, but the successes
of previous years have never been re-captured.

In 2004/05, Tilbury finished their one season in the
Southern League Division One East in rock bottom
position, and were relegated to the Essex Senior
League. They bounced back immediately, and earned a
return to Isthmian ranks, and have managed to remain
there since.
The past 2 seasons were moderately successful, with
two 11th place finishes in the League, and in 2008/09
Tilbury won the Isthmian League Cup and the East
Anglian Cup, these were their first Trophies in 30 years.
2010/2011, with a new Manager in Paul Vaughan, and
a tie-up with South Essex College Academy, saw the
Club hoping to build for the future. With an
inexperienced squad, the first half of the campaign was
a real struggle, and by Xmas Tilbury were in real
danger of relegation. However, as he gained
experience, Vaughan gradually rebuilt and reinforced
his squad, and the 2nd half of the campaign saw a run
of results that steered the Club to safety well before the
end of the season.
2011/12 saw Tilbury greatly exceed their expectations,
as Vaughan’s squad stayed in and around the
promotion race all season, clinching a play-off place
with a game to spare. Sadly, though, it ended in extra
time defeat against Needham Market. Success spread
through the club as well, with the newly formed
Reserves, comprised mainly of players under 21 years
old, coming second in the Essex Senior Reserve
League, and winning the League Cup.
Unfortunately, this level could not be maintained over
the next few seasons, as Tilbury continually lost some
of their better players to higher level clubs, and
Vaughan was continually having to rebuild his squad.
The Club's Academy proved it's worth in this respect,
as Tilbury still managed to finish in a respectable
position.
In October 2014, Paul Vaughan stepped down as
Manager, and the Club acted quickly to appoint player
Gary Henty as the new boss, and he acted quickly to
appoint former Tilbury player Danny Smith as his
assistant and another ex-"Docker" George Young as
Coach.
Tilbury finished that season in a comfortable lower mid-
table position, but showed great improvement in
2015/16, at one time being as high as 5th, on the back
of a very long unbeaten run. This included good runs in
both the Essex Senior Cup and F.A. Trophy, with no
fewer than 3 National League sides being defeated.
However, as the season entered it's final few weeks,
their poor disciplinary record came back to bite them,
with player suspensions taking their toll leading to a fall
down the Table to 11th. That pattern was repeated in
2016/17. The first half of the season saw Tilbury in or
just below the Play-Off places, but in the second half of
the campaign a dramatic loss of form of just 3 wins
from 22 games saw them plummet down as low as
17th.

The season was rescued in the final month, in which
Tilbury went unbeaten, winning three and drawing two
of the final five League matches, climbing back up to a
respectable 12th position. On the cup front, Tilbury had
a fine run through to the Semi-Final of the Essex Senior
Cup, before going down narrowly to National South
side East Thurrock United.

Unfortunately, Tilbury suffered a terrible run of results in
October of 2017. A heavy defeat in the F.A. Trophy



HARRY GIRLING
Goalkeeper. 23 years old. Signed for the Dockers in
August 2020 from Premier side Cheshunt. Harry caught
the eye with some spectacular saves in the three
seasons he has was with the club. Was a signed
professional with Millwall.

ELJAY WORRELL
Defender. 31 years old. Re-joined the club after being
player of the year in 2012. Has years of Isthmian
League experience with Grays Athletic, Great
Wakering, Basildon United and Redbridge. Can be a
dangerous player moving up the pitch. Has played over
50 times for the club.

LEE BURNS
Defender. 39 years old. Joined from East Thurrock
United in November 2019. Vastly experienced defender
who has played over 750 games at the higher end of
non league. Is now club captain

LEE NOBLE
Midfield. 33 years old. Signed in September 2020 after
12 years of service at National league side Dartford
and played nearly 500 times. Has won the Isthmian
League Division One (North) and Premier Division, plus
2 Kent Senior Cup medals. A strong influence in the
midfield

LEWIS SMITH
Midfield. 31 years old. Re-joined the club for the
second time from East Thurrock United in 2019.
Leading scorer for the club during the 2018/19 season.
Has now returned from injury.

CHARLIE KENDALL
Midfield. 25 years old. Joined the Dockers in July 2019
from play off winners Heybridge Swifts. Has previously
played in a successful Basildon United side. Hard
working player.

RYAN BOSWELL
Defender. 25 years old. Joined the club in September
2018 from Bowers & Pitsea. Has Isthmian experience
at Romford and East Thurrock United. A calming
influence at the back and an ever present name on the
team sheet.

JOHNNY COYTE
Defender. 18 years old. A product of the Under 18's
side and has had an impressive pre season.

DARREN PHILLIPS
Defender. 22 years old. Re-signed by the Dockers after
a short stay at Basildon United and Canvey. Initially
signed from Basildon United in November 18.
Experience at East Thurrock, Burnham Ramblers and
Basildon Town.

BILLY CROOK
Midfield. 30 years old. Signed in July 2021 from
Chelmsford City. A youth player at Peterborough and
has been part of two play off sides winning promotion
to the National League. Has vast playing knowledge in
the higher leagues with Braintree and Chelmsford to
name a few.

VALCKX FERNANDES
Defender. 19 years old. A recent signing from Essex
Senior League side Clapton. Has had a positive pre
season and can play anywhere across the back.

OLA OGUNWAMIDE
Midfield. 22 years old. Signed two seasons ago from
Barking. A target of Dockers manager Marc Harrison for
a number of months. Has also played in the Essex
Senior League with Woodford Town. Has popped up
with some important goals and exciting player going
forward. Passed 50 appearances
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brought about the resignations of manager and assistant, Gary Henty & Danny Smith, plus coach George Young.

Once again, the Club turned to a former player to take over. Joe Keith returned to the club and brought in a few new
signings over the next few weeks, and guided the club to a safe final position. However, this run could not be
maintained, and in October of the next season, with the Club lying second from bottom, the Management Team was
changed again.

Marc Harrison, a former Under 16 side Manager at Tilbury, had enjoyed a very successful spell with Basildon United,
and now returned to Chadfields, bringing Liam Wallace with him as his Assistant. Making several new signings, they
immediately brought about a big improvement, and took the club right up to 7th place, before a final day defeat away
to the Division Champions sent them back to a final 10th place finish.

2019/20 got off to a slow start for the Club, but once they got going they rapidly climbed up the League Table. By
March, Tilbury were sitiing comfortably in 4th position, and seemed certain of a place in the Promotion Play-Offs.
Then, the Covid 19 virus created a Pandemic that swept across the World, and caused the Isthmian and many other
Leagues to be declared Null & Void, with all Football coming to a close.

2020/21 got off to an even better start, and Tilbury found themselves as the early season League Leaders. Once
again, however, the Covid Pandemic raised it’s head. The situation across the Country deteriorated greatly and
Lockdown once more came into force. As in the previous campaign, that signalled, eventually, the abandonment of
the season, and denied Tilbury what seemed a near certain place at least in the Play-Offs. With all restrictions lifted
from July 12th 2021, and with most of the squad retained plus one or two quality additions, the Club are hoping that
fate does not intervene again, and that they can challenge for the honours.

Player ProfilesTilbury
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OLI SPOONER
Midfield. 20 years old. Returned to Chadfields after
representing Tilbury Under 16's. Two seasons ago
represented England C in the Falklands. A former
Basildon United and Basildon Town player. Past 50
games for the club.

TONY STOKES
Striker. 34 years old. Has played for many clubs
including West Ham Reserves, Concord Rangers,
Bowers and Pitsea and Grays. A proven goalscorer.
Has also played as a professional in Hungry.

PHIL ROBERTS
Striker. 27 years old. Signed for the Dockers in Aug 21.
Phil started his career at the Arsenal academy before
spending most of his early career in Scotland inc
Falkirk, Dundee and Alloa. Dropped to non league with
Braintree and Chelmsford. A proven goalscorer

FRANKIE STONE
Defender. 20 years old. Joined the Dockers in August
21. Has experience at Braintree, Basildon United and
Bowers and Pitsea. Previously a Colchester United
Trainee.

BRIAN MOSES
Striker. 25 years old. Joined the club from Cheshunt.
Has played for Waltham Forest, Redbridge and
Basildon United. Scored 9 times in Cheshunt's last 10
matches in 2018/19 that saw them win promotion.
Three years ago, Brian scored 33 times for Redbridge.

JOSHUA OSUDE
Midfield. 22 years old. A recent signing from Hashtag
United. A fast pacy winger who won the Hashtag
Academy series in 2019.

Recent Fixtures & Results
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Recent Action

Ashford 1 - 1 Knaphill
Replay: Knaphill 1 - 2 Ashford (AET)

Photos courtesy of Andy @fieldmatters
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vs Knaphill FC
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South Central Division 2021/2022

Ashford Town (Middlesex) FC
Robert Parker Stadium, Short Lane,
Stanwell, Middlesex TW19 7BH
ashfordtownmiddlsexfc.com

Basingstoke Town FC
Winklebury Football Complex,
Winklebury Way, Basingstoke RG23 8BF
btfc.co.uk/

Bedfont Sports FC
Bedfont Sports Recreation Ground
Hatton Road, Bedfont TW14 9JR
bedfontsportsclub.co.uk

Binfield FC
Hill Farm Lane, Off Stubbs Lane
Binfield RG42 5NR
binfieldfc.com

Bracknell Town FC
Larges Lane
Bracknell RG12 9AN
bracknelltownfc.com

Chalfont St Peter
Mill Meadow, Gravel Hill
Chalfont St Peter SL9 9QX
chalfontstpeterafc.co.uk

Chertsey Town FC
28 Alwyns Lane
Chertsey KT16 9DW
chertseytown-fc.co.uk

Chipstead FC
High Road
Chipstead CR5 3SF
chipsteadfc.com

Guernsey FC FC
Footes Lane Stadium, Footes Lane
St Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 2UL
guernseyfc.com

Hanwell Town FC
The Powerday Stadium, Perivale Lane
Greenford UB6 8TL
hanwelltownfc.co.uk

Marlow FC
Alfred Davis Memorial Ground
Oak Tree Road, Marlow SL7 3ED
marlowfc.co.uk

Northwood FC
Acretweed Stadium, Chestnut Avenue
Northwood HA6 1HR
northwoodfc.com

South Park FC
King Georges Field, Whitehall Lane
South Park, Reigate RH2 8LG
Southparkfootballclub.co.uk

Staines Town FC
Wheatsheaf Park, Wheatsheaf Lane
Staines, Middlesex TW18 2PD
stainestownfootballclub.co.uk
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Sutton Common Rovers FC
The Borough Sports Ground (Sutton
United FC) Gander Green Lane, Sutton
SM1 2EY suttoncommonrovers.com

Thatcham Town FC
Stacatruc Stadium, Waterside Park
Crookham Hill, Thatcham RG19 4PA
thatchamtownfootball.club

Tooting & Mitcham United FC
Imperial Fields, Bishopsford Road
Morden SM4 6BF
tmunited.org

Uxbridge FC
Honeycroft, Horton Road
West Drayton UB7 8HX
uxbridgefc.com

Westfield FC
Woking Park, Kingfield Road
Woking GU22 9BA
westfield-fc.com
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DATE TIME H/A OPPONENTS COMP RESULT GOALSCORERS

SAT 03 JUL 2021 15:00 A ALTON PSF 0-1

TUES 06 JUL 2021 19:45 A SPELTHORNE SPORTS PSF 2-2

SAT 10 JUL 2021 15:00 H HARROW BOROUGH PSF 1-1
TUES 13 JUL 2021 19:45 H HAYES & YEADING PSF 1-3
SAT 17 JUL 2021 15:00 H RAYNES PARK VALE PSF 0-2
TUES 20 JUL 2021 19:45 H BANSTEAD ATHLETIC PSF 3-1
SAT 24 JUL 2021 15:00 A MERSTHAM PSF 2-2

SAT 31 JUL 2021 15:00 A ST AUSTELL PSF 3-5

TUES 03 AUG 2021 19:45 H ALDERSHOT TOWN U23 PSF 3-1
SAT 07 AUG 2021 15:00 H AFC UCKFIELD TOWN FAC 2-1 French, Coles
SAT 14 AUG 2021 15:00 A CHALFONT ST PETER IST 0-2

SAT 21 AUG 2021 15:00 H KNAPHILL FAC 1-1 French (pen)
TUES 24 AUG 2021 19:45 A KNAPHILL (REPLAY) FAC 2-1 AET Coles, Brown

SAT 28 AUG 2021 15:00 H BEDFONT SPORTS IST 2-3 Bunyan, Brown

MON 30 AUG 2021 15:00 A STAINES TOWN IST 5-0
French (pen), Bunyan,
Coles, Spiers, Mongey(og)

SAT 04 SEP 2021 15:00 H TILBURY FAC
SAT 11 SEP 2021 15:00 H SUTTON COMMON ROVERS IST
SAT 18 SEP 2021 15:00 H CHERTSEY TOWN IST
SAT 25 SEP 2021 19:45 A WESTFIELD IST

TUES 28 SEP 2021 19:45 H BINFIELD IST
SAT 02 OCT 2021 15:00 A UXBRIDGE IST

SAT 09 OCT 2021 15:00 A TBA FAT

SAT 16 OCT 2021 15:00 A MARLOW IST

SAT 23 OCT 2021 15:00 H BASINGSTOKE TOWN IST
SAT 30 OCT 2021 15:00 A CHIPSTEAD IST

SAT 06 NOV 2021 15:00 H TOOTING & MITCHAM UTD IST
SAT 20 NOV 2021 15:00 A BRACKNELL TOWN IST

SAT 27 NOV 2021 15:00 A NORTHWOOD IST

SAT 04 DEC 2021 15:00 H GUERNSEY IST
SAT 11 DEC 2021 15:00 A BEDFONT SPORTS IST

SAT 18 DEC 2021 15:00 H CHALFONT ST PETER IST
MON 27 DEC 2021 15:00 H STAINES TOWN IST

Fixtures
Results&
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DATE TIME H/A OPPONENTS COMP RESULT GOALSCORERS

SAT 01 JAN 2022 15:00 A HANWELL TOWN IST

MON 03 JAN 2022 15:00 H SOUTH PARK IST
SAT 08 JAN 2022 15:00 A THATCHAM TOWN IST

SAT 15 JAN 2022 15:00 A CHERTSEY TOWN IST

SAT 22 JAN 2022 15:00 H WESTFIELD IST
SAT 29 JAN 2022 15:00 A BINFIELD IST

SAT 05 FEB 2022 15:00 H UXBRIDGE IST
SAT 12 FEB 2022 15:00 A BASINGSTOKE TOWN IST

SAT 19 FEB 2022 15:00 H MARLOW IST
SAT 26 FEB 2022 15:00 A TOOTING & MITCHAM UTD IST

SAT 05 MAR 2022 15:00 H CHIPSTEAD IST
SAT 19 MAR 2022 15:00 H BRACKNELL TOWN IST
SAT 26 MAR 2022 15:00 H NORTHWOOD IST
SUN 03 APR 2022 15:00 A GUERNSEY IST

SAT 09 APR 2022 15:00 H THATCHAM TOWN IST
SAT 16 APR 2022 15:00 A SOUTH PARK IST

MON 18 APR 2022 15:00 H HANWELL TOWN IST
SAT 23 APR 2022 15:00 A SUTTON COMMON ROVERS IST
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League Table
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@PitchingIn_

proudly supports

THE TRIDENT
TRUSTFUND

Providing access
to grants and funding

for your club,
in your community
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“The Isthmian Football League strongly supports the FA statement that there should be a zero
tolerance approach against racism and all forms of discrimina�on. Accordingly any form of
discriminatory abuse whether it by reason of age, disability, gender reassignment, race, religion
and belief, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, sex and sexual orienta�on or
any other form of abuse will be reported to The Football Associa�on for ac�on by that Associa�on.”
(The FA 0800 085 0508 / Kick it Out 020 7253 0162)

The Isthmian League and all Member Clubs in the League are commi�ed to promo�ng equality by
trea�ng people fairly and with respect, by recognising that inequali�es may exist, by taking steps
to address them and providing access and opportuni�es for all members of the community.
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PRESSURE in football is supposedly reserved for managers, players and even referees – but there can’t be anyone
who has to perform when it really ma�ers like the physio.

Most of the �me we’re used to seeing them dash on for minor knocks and strains. A bit of treatment, a blast of
the freeze spray, a dab of the magic sponge, a squirt of the water bo�le and on we go (I’m sure it’s roughly that
easy!).

Yet nobody is in the bar a�er saying, “Physio had a great game today”. It’s probably how they prefer it. Unseen,
just going about their business quietly and efficiently.

But I’m here to argue physios – and other medical staff at games – are the most important people in a football
ground. Because when something really goes wrong, they are front and centre – o�en with hundreds, if not
thousands, of eyes staring right at them.

Anyone who has been in a ground when a bad injury occurs knows it can be quite a scary �me – especially
anything involving the head, neck or spine. I’ll never forget hearing a striker’s leg break in a challenge at the other
end of a ground. Or seeing a player having a seizure on the ground.

But the medical experts can’t get caught up in all that. Keeping calm, assessing the situa�on, they go through their
processes, using all their knowledge from years of studying and observing to give the best possible care to a
player.

Already this season we’ve seen cases of games abandoned because of really bad injuries. Last season Darlington’s
Nicky Hunt suffered a head injury in a Na�onal League North game against Boston United. Darlo therapist Danny
O’Connor – who was helped by the Pilgrims’ medical staff as well – spoke a�er about the situa�on that even saw
Hunt stop breathing twice. The team stayed in posi�on for hours wai�ng for an ambulance, keeping Hunt
comfortable.
“You kind of go into robot mode when something like this happens,” he told NE Sport News. “It’s a bit strange
because you’re just dealing with the situa�on and everything else becomes irrelevant.
“It’s quite interes�ng really because when I’ve spoken to people a�erwards the majority say they wouldn’t know
what to do in that situa�on, whereas I felt quite comfortable knowing what to do and when to do it, but that just
comes down to experience.”

It’s a remarkable responsibility to take on – I’d wager the majority of us couldn’t do a job like that. Last month
Hallam physio Shannon Brooks drew high praise for her exper�se and care when assistant referee Andrew Jarvis
fell in during a game. Her quick ac�ons saved his life and has led Shannon to fundraise for defibrillators having
seen the importance of one being available first-hand.

Thankfully, incidents like this tend to be few and far between. Hopefully at your game today you have no real need
to no�ce any of the medical staff.

But let’s keep showing them the apprecia�on they deserve.
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By Matthew Badcock
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MAKING HISTORY:
Leon Arnasalam is 
mobbed by team-mates 
after scoring the 
historic fi rst goal for 
Step 5 Macclesfi eld

PICTURE: Richard Parkes

PRE-SEASON 
FRIENDLY ACTION

GUILLEM BALAGUE 
EXCLUSIVE COLUMN

ALL SET FOR THE 
FA CUP KICK-OFF

RETURN
OF THE 

MACCLESFIELD player-boss Danny 

Whitaker hailed a bright new era for 

the Silkmen after victory in their 

fi rst competitive fi xture. 
Supporters returned to Moss Rose to 

see the phoenix club beat Burscough 

1-0 in the North West Counties Premier.

Macclesfield Town were wound-up 

last September before local business-

man Robert Smethurst purchased the 

ground and formed the new club.

“It’s a new era for us all here,” said 

Macc legend Whitaker, who won pro-

motion to the EFL with the old club. 

“It’s been a long journey to get to 

this point but I have to say that today 

ranks up there with some of  my best 

ever days at the club.”

FANTASY
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WIN
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ENTRY FORM 

INSIDE!

MACC!MACC!
Silkmen’s new era 

begins with a winbegins with a win
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Photo courtesy of Andy (Twitter: @fieldmatters)
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Ashford Town
(Middlesex) Tilbury

Manager:

@ashfordtownmx ashfordtownmiddlesexfc.com

Luke Tuffs Manager:
Assistant:

Marc Harrison
Liam WallaceAssistant: Dean Greenwood

Referee | Lawrence Torz-Brown
Assistant | Gareth Burton
Assistant | Joseph Cannon

Programme SponsorMatch Officials Match Sponsor

Next up at the RPS:
Sutton Common Rovers
Saturday 11th September 2021 | KO 3pm
The Pitching In Isthmian League | South Central Division

1 Craig Bradshaw

2 Cameron Rohart-Brown

3 Harry Woodward

4 George Spiers

5 Dale Burnham

6 Jordan Stepney

7 Dan Brown

8 Jack French

9 Perry Coles

10 Matt Bunyan (c)

11 Sam Humphreys

12 Dylan Ive

13

14 Angelo Theophilou

15 Ethan Hellyer

16 Julian Saka

17 Siao Blackwood

18 George Frise

19 Aaron Burchett

1 Harry Girling

2 Ryan Boswell

3 Eljay Worrell

4 Billy Crook

5 Valckx Fernandes

6 Lee Burns (c)

7 Ola Ogunwamide

8 Lee Noble

9 Brian Moses

10 Oli Spooner

11 Lewis Smith

12 Tony Stokes

13

14 Johnny Coyte

15 Ashley Blanchard

16 Darren Phillips

17 Josh Osude

18 Luke Morton

19 Phil Roberts

Lynne Morgan


