ASHFORD TOWN (MIDDLESEX) F.C.

For many years, it was assumed that Ashford Town Football Club was formed in 1964. However,
subsequent research indicated the club was formed in 1958 as Ashford Albion and first competed in the
Hounslow & District League. Albion won two consecutive promotions to reach the Premier Division of the
Hounslow League and were still competing at this level when the club changed its name to Ashford
Town in 1964. It was at this time that the club adopted its distinctive Tangerine & White colours. The club
endured a difficult first campaign as the Town club and withdrew from the Premier Division, assuming
the Reserve Team'’s place in Division Two.

Having rebuilt the club with a very young team, Ashford Town rapidly advanced back through the
divisions of the Hounslow & District League, absorbing Staines Youth Club FC. on the way. Several
individuals from that era remained with the Club, racking up decades of service on and off the pitch.

The Club was elected to the Surrey Intermediate League (Western) in 1967 and promoted at the end of
their first season. The Ash Trees were League Cup finalists in 1970-71 and League runners-up in 1972-
73. In 1974-75, Ashford enjoyed their best season under the managership of ex-Fulham player Frank
Reid, winning the League by three points from perennial contenders Merrow. Although the championship
eluded the Club in following seasons, it usually finished in the top four and prior to season 1982-83 an
invitation was extended by Surrey County FA to become founder members of the Surrey County Premier
League. The invitation was readily accepted and Ashford played their first match in the new league on 4
September 1982, drawing 0-0 away to Farleigh Rovers.

Almost from its foundation, the Club had aspirations to acquire its own ground and this was achieved in
August 1985, when a long lease was signed with Spelthorne Borough Council, enabling the Club to
move to its present home at Short Lane, Stanwell. From what was nothing more than a field, the facilities
were quickly developed, with the first match at Short Lane taking place in February 1986, following two
postponements for snow. Floodlights were erected in September 1995, with a purpose built 150-seater
stand built in 1998. An additional 100 seats were installed on the opposite side of the ground to this
stand in 2006, after the club won promotion to the Isthmian League Premier Division.

For both geographical and historical reasons, Ashford affiliate to both Middlesex and Surrey FAs and in
1989- 90, their last season as an Intermediate Club, they reached the final of both Counties’ Premier
Cup competitions, beating Farnham Town in the Surrey version but losing to Willesden Hawkeye in the
Middlesex final. Runners-up spot in the League was also secured and with it the opportunity to enter
senior football, as members of the Combined Counties League, senior status having been granted in
May 1990. It was at this point that the club changed its name to Ashford Town (Middlesex) FC, to avoid
confusion with the Kent club of the same name.

During its ten year membership of the Combined Counties League, the Club never finished below sixth
place, and after finishing third and second in seasons 1992-93 and 93-94, it went on to win the League
Championship for four successive seasons. It was a relative disappointment to only come 4th in 1998-
99, even though the Club won the League Cup but a fifth championship in just six seasons was secured
in 99-00, along with the Middlesex Charity Cup, the first ever senior county cup honour. With the ground
up to the required standard, Ashford took their place in the Isthmian League for season 2000-01 and by
finishing in third place, secured promotion to Division Two at the first attempt.

The first season in Division Two did not the Club making sufficient progress and after a series of
indifferent results, long serving manager Dave Kent left the Club on 28 March 2002. His replacement
was Nathan Wharf, a long-serving former player, who stepped up from Reserve Team management.

Further major improvements were made to the ground to enable the Club to be granted a B-grade and to
take its place in the newly regionalised Division One of the Isthmian League. A poor start saw the Club in



the bottom echelons of the table but a number of new signings saw a significant improvement and a 17th
place finish, which was an excellent performance after winning just one of the opening 16 league
matches.

Further progress was made in 2003-04 as the Club finished 12th in Division 1 South. In the close season
prior to 2004-05, the pitch was completely relaid to include both irrigation and drainage systems, at a
cost of around £50,000, mostly financed by the Football Stadia Improvement Fund.

The Club embarked upon new adventures in season 2004-05 in the Southern League for the first time,
having been transferred over as a result of a restructure of the National League System. The Fourth
Qualifying Round of the FA Cup was reached for the first time and Mark Butler, renowned goal scorer in
his day with Aldershot Town, Staines Town and others was promoted from Assistant Manager to
Manager following the resignation of Nathan Wharf in December 2004. The play-offs were reached but
resulted in a narrow defeat at Evesham United after extra time.

In 2005-06, Ashford went one better, finishing second in Division One West of the Southern League, to
secure promotion to Step 3. This brought about a return to the Isthmian League for season 2006-07 and
saw Ashford competing at their highest ever level. The season brought consolidation of the new status
with the added bonus of reaching and winning the Westview (League) Cup Final when Ashford
triumphed 4-1 over Dover Athletic at Bromley. The Reserves also lifted a trophy, securing the Middlesex
Premier Cup.

Ashford built on this success, rallying from the foot of the table in November 2007 to narrowly miss a
place in the promotion play-offs at the end of the 2007-08 season, a campaign which saw all of the
club’s senior sides challenge for honours. The senior side reached the Final of the Southern
Combination Cup, the Reserves reached the Finals of both the Middlesex Premier and Surrey Premier
Cups, while the Under-18 squad, led by club stalwart Mick Snowden were champions of the Southern
Youth League.

The 2008-09 season saw Ashford begin the campaign in electrifying form, winning their opening six
matches to top the table. Mark Butler’s side followed this up with a fantastic FA Cup run which saw them
come agonisingly close to eliminating Forest Green Rovers in the Fourth Qualifying Round at Short
Lane. Rovers won the replay and went on to run Derby County close in the Third Round. Ashford
endured a difficult winter, which saw them flirt with relegation, before a late resurgence saw the side
safely into mid-table. The cup competitions added much adventure to the season, as Ashford followed
up their exploits in the FA Cup with runs to the semi-finals of both the Middlesex Senior and Isthmian
League Cups and end their campaign by defeating Conference Premier outfit Woking 3-2 at Metropolitan
Police to win the Surrey Senior Cup.

The 2009-10 season saw Ashford make a reasonable start to the campaign, but the Ash Trees were
shocked when manager Mark Butler tendered his resignation on Friday 23rd October, in order to take up
the Manager’s role at Margate, who were struggling at the foot of the table. Ashford appointed former
Leicester City and Bradford City midfielder Jamie Lawrence as his replacement, and the Jamaican
international immediately led his new charges on a twelve-match unbeaten run. However, issues off the
pitch were causing problems for the club and a number of players, including leading goalscorer Byron
Harrison left for Carshalton Athletic, where Mark Butler had accepted a coaching role after leaving
Margate, where he had been in charge for just three months. Ashford found scoring a problem after
Harrison left and a dreadful run of form saw them go from the fringe of the play-off zone to battling
relegation. Ashford went into their final match knowing a win would almost guarantee survival, while a
draw would see them finish fourth from bottom — technically a relegation place, but certain to receive a
reprieve owing to the demise of various other clubs. Sadly, a heavy defeat for Ashford, coupled with wins
for Carshalton and Margate saw the latter two clubs survive — Margate receiving the reprieve for finishing
fourth from bottom.

During the summer of 2010, the club were initially placed in the Central Division of the Southern League
but were then offered the chance to remain at Step Three of the non-league pyramid. However, as this
offer was as a direct replacement for defunct Southern League side Merthyr Tydfil, the decision was
made that the vast increase in travelling would be too great a burden for the club and the club elected to



remain in the Central Division. During this time, Bob Parker stepped down from his role as Chairman
after twenty-eight years in the role. The club’s home ground was renamed the Robert Parker Stadium in
honour of Bob, who remains at the club as President.

The club entered a new era in the Central Division of the Southern League with Jamie Lawrence at the
helm and with a mixture of established local players and new faces but the season was a challenging
one. The club played some sparkling football at times and enjoyed an exciting run in the FA Trophy,
reaching the Last 32 in the competition before losing at home to Dartford. However, League form was
patchy and the club finished 16th. One bright spark was the club winning the Southern Combination
Cup, defeating Hanworth Villa 1-0 in the Final.

Jamie Lawrence resigned as Manager in June 2011 and the club immediately appointed his assistant,
Paul Burgess, to take the helm after more than 21 years at the club, including 683 First Team
appearances. Despite having little time to do it and few resources at his disposal, “Burgo” assembled a
young and exciting team. Although any hopes of a tilt at the promotion play-offs were dashed by a
dreadful run where the club failed to win at home for four months, Ashford finished the season strongly,
winning two Cup Finals in 48 hours. In the Middlesex Charity Cup Final, the Ash Trees were 3-0 down to
Northwood after 48 minutes before substitute Kofi Lockhart-Adams scored four times to put his team
ahead. The game finished 4-4, with Ashford winning the penalty shoot-out 4-2.

Two days later, Ashford defeated Badshot Lea 3-1 to add the Aldershot Senior Cup to the cabinet, aided
by a fine performance from Paul McCarthy, who had saved two penalties in the first Final. A memorable
season was capped by the club being named winners of the Southern League Fair Play Award.

The 2012-13 campaign saw Ashford reach the Final of the Middlesex Senior Cup against near-
neighbours Staines Town. However, Ashford were unable to claim the trophy, eventually falling to a 2-0
defeat. At the end of that season, assistant manager Steve Battams left the club for work reasons. Youth
Team Manager Ben Murray, who had been coaching at Ashford since his teens and won an FA
Community Award, was promoted into the senior management team.

An awful start to the 2013-14 season saw the Ash Trees cut adrift at the foot of the Southern League
Central Division and Paul Burgess was relieved of his duties after an 8-1 defeat at Dunstable Town. Ben
Murray was appointed Manager and although results did not improve initially, performances and
discipline did. A rally during the final months of the campaign offered hope of a remarkable ‘great
escape’, although relegation was confirmed at North Greenford United.

Returning to the Combined Counties League, the Ash Trees were able to renew a number of old
friendships and friendly rivalries and the greater number of local matches rekindled some enthusiasm
that had been lost towards the end of Ashford’s time in the Southern League. The Ash Trees first
campaign back in the competition saw Ashford finish third, while their second saw Town claim
promotion. The club’s return to Step 4 was earned after Ashford finished second in the League, thanks
to a remarkable end-of-season run which saw the Ash Trees finish the season with 96 points. This was
10 points behind the Champions, Hartley Wintney, but as ‘The Row’ did not then have the requisite
facilities to play at Step 4, they could not go up. They helped Ashford to do so by defeating Camberley
Town in their final match to ensure that Ashford claimed the runners-up spot.

Ashford’s reward was a third brief spell in the Southern League. A good start to the 2016-17 season
allayed any fears that a return to the Central Division would see a repeat of the club’s previous struggles,
while a genuine highlight of the campaign was a third triumph in the Middlesex Charity Cup. The Final
saw Ashford defeat Wealdstone of the National League to claim the magnificent trophy.

For 2017-18, what had been the Central Division of the Southern League became the East Division.
Awful weather made for a difficult season for all clubs and contributed to Ashford’s campaign petering
out into a mid-table finish. A new reorganisation of the National League System sees the club move back
into the Isthmian League as members of the South Central Division for 2018-19.

The 2018-19 season was another mid table finish with us also through to the Final of the Middlesex
Charity Cup although just losing out to Uxbridge. Ben Murray then decided to stand down after his six
year tenure as first team manager. The board and team were grateful for the results and hard work he
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had put in over the years. Having played almost 700 times for the club, Russell Canderton took the reins,
guiding the club through the abandoned 2019-20 season before standing down. He was replaced by
Luke Tuffs who guided the club through the pandemic but left in January 2022 to join Leatherhead, who
were then at Step Three. Assistant Manager Dean Greenwood took over, but after two months in charge
decided he preferred working as a coach, so was replaced by former Ashford player Paul McCarthy.
McCarthy guided the team to a mid-table finish and won the Southern Combination Cup, then kept
Ashford at Step Four at the end of 2022-23.

The summer of 2023 was one of great change around the club. Luke Tuffs returned as First Team
Manager, the Women's Team was fully integrated into the club and a new club crest adopted. Great
progress was also being made towards the installation of a 3G pitch at the Robert Parker Stadium. The
Tangerines had to work hard to stay in the Isthmian League, but the most significant result of the 2023-
24 campaign was the granting of planning permission for the new playing surface on 6 March 2024.

In July 2024, Surrey County Council awarded the club £99,999 in grant funding toward the 3G pitch,
which in addition to £832,000 from the Football Foundation was crucial to the project. However, the
Council was legally prevented from releasing the funds until the autumn by the calling of the 2024
General Election. The delay was a hammer blow which forced the club into exile for almost all of the
2024-25 and nearly caused it to fold entirely. After staging two 'home' games at Ascot United and
another at Bedfont Sports, Ashford found a temporary home at Cobham FC. With nowhere to train and
almost no income, Ashford Town did well to see out the season and although the Tangerines were
relegated, the 37 points they earned would have been enough to secure safety in three out of the four
most recent completed seasons. The first match on the new pitch was an Isthmian League game against
Moneyfields on 12 April 2025. Ashford's first goal back at home was scored by Archie Larkham.

Ashford's third spell in the Combined Counties League saw the club placed in Premier Division North. A
number of popular former players returned to the club, as did former player and manager Paul
McCarthy, as Luke Tuffs' assistant. The campaign began with a stirring run in the FA Cup which
contrasted with stuttering form in the League. By October, the Ash Trees were 18th in the table and out
of all the Cups. Paul McCarthy left to take over as manager of divisional rivals Virginia Water, which
facilitated the return of Ben Murray to Ashford's dugout. In addition, there was a major overhaul of both
the squad and the team's style of play. Seven consecutive victories, including away wins against
promotion contenders Burnham and Broadfields United pushed the Tangerines up the table and the
reshaped, young squad never looked back. Ultimately, securing 25 victories from their 38 matches
helped Ashford to win the divisional championship at the first attempt, with the reformed Windsor & Eton
a point behind.




